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Week Ending Friday, December 6, 1991 


Proclamation 6386—National Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day, 1991 


November 29, 1991 


By The President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


At 7:55 a.m. on December 7, 1941, air 
and naval forces of Imperial Japan launched 
a surprise attack against United States mili- 
tary installations at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 
More than 2,400 Americans were dead or 
missing after the attack, including 68 civil- 
ians. Another 1,178 people lay wounded. 
Two U.S. battleships were destroyed; an- 
other six were severely damaged. On the 
same day, attacks against U.S. installations 
in Guam, the Philippines, and elsewhere in 
the Pacific left a similar trail of death and 
destruction. Less than 24 hours later, after 
an impassioned address by President Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt, the Congress declared that 
a state of war existed between the United 
States and the Empire of Japan. Thus, 
America became engaged in World War II, 
a conflict that would change the course of 
history, ending forever America’s isolation 
from world events. 

Across the United States, people rallied to 
the cry of “Remember Pearl Harbor!” 
While millions of brave and selfless Ameri- 
cans took up arms in the struggle for free- 
dom, countless others labored and sacrificed 
on the home front. On our Nation’s farms 
and in its factories, millions of workers 
rushed to increase production. In homes, 
schools, and churches, citizens of every age 
and every walk of life prayed for victory 
while making every contribution they could 
to the war effort. Yet this tremendous dis- 
play of patriotism and resolve was more 
than a response to the outrage of Pearl 
Harbor. As President Roosevelt said: 


When we resort to force, as we now must, we 
are determined that this force shall be directed 
toward ultimate good, as well as against imme- 
diate evil . . . . We are now in the midst of a 
war, not for conquest, not for vengeance, but 


for a world in which this Nation, and all that 
this Nation represents, will be safe for our chil- 
dren. 


Six years after World War II began, and 
four years after the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
the United States and its Allies secured the 
unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany 
and Imperial Japan. By the end of the war, 
there had been more than 1,000,000 Ameri- 
can casualties. Some 400,000 Americans had 
died so that others might live in freedom. 
Our Nation will always be grateful for their 
courage and sacrifices. 

When we remember those who served 
our country during World War II, we also 
recall President Truman’s observation that 
the Allied victory was “a victory of more 
than arms alone.” Indeed, while our farms, 
factories, mines, and shipyards produced 
tons of raw materials and finished goods 
that were essential to the war effort, as 
President Truman said, “back of it all were 
the will and spirit and determination of a 
free people—who know what freedom is 
and who know that it is worth whatever 
price they had to pay to preserve it.” 

On this occasion, we reaffirm the solemn 
commitment that President Truman made 
when he declared, “We shall not forget 
Pearl Harbor.” During the past five dec- 
ades, that commitment has gone hand in 
hand with the unending task that President 
Roosevelt had earlier described as winning 
the peace. America’s determination to re- 
member the lessons of World War II and 
our continuing vigilance and resolve in the 
defense of freedom have helped to bring 
about the triumph of democratic ideals 
around the globe. Today Japan stands 
second to none as our ally and friend. 

As we mark the 50th anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, let us remember in 
prayer all those who died on that day and 
throughout World War II. Let us also honor 
all those World War II veterans who are 
still living, especially the infirm and the 
hospitalized. Finally, let us give thanks for 
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the great blessings of freedom our World 
War II veterans helped to secure. 

The Congress, by Public Law 102-68, has 
designated December 7, 1991, as “National 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim December 7, 1991, as Na- 
tional Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. I 
call upon all Americans to observe this day 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of Novem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and ninety-one, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:59 a.m., December 3, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on December 
2, and it was published in the Federal Reg- 
ister on December 4. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Release of American Hostage 
Joseph Cicippio 

December 2, 1991 


We join the family of Joseph Cicippio in 
their happiness for his release after these 
many years of unjust captivity in Lebanon. 

For their assistance in the release, we 
wish to thank the United Nations and the 
Governments of Iran, Syria, and Lebanon. 

Our joy is tempered, however, with deep 
concern for those who remain in captivity. 
We call once again for the immediate and 
unconditional release of all those who are 
held hostage outside the process of law. The 
two remaining American hostages and the 
other hostages held in Lebanon must be 
freed at once and reunited with their loved 
ones. We call also for a full accounting of 
those who have died in captivity and the 
return of their remains. We support the ini- 
tiative of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations and _ rejoice in the 
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progress that he has made _ towards 


ending this tragedy. 


Proclamation 6384—Geography 
Awareness Week, 1991 and 1992 
December 2, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Coaches know that, before a winning 
team can prove itself on the field, each of 
its members must master the “fundamen- 
tals.” The same principle applies to educa- 
tion; thus, our efforts to restore excellence 
in our schools include renewed emphasis on 
the basics. One of the key aims of AMER- 
ICA 2000, our strategy to achieve our Na- 
tional Education Goals, is to ensure that this 
country’s students demonstrate competence 
in five core subject areas: mathematics, sci- 
ence, English, history, and geography. The 
study of geography, which focuses on 
people and their physical surroundings, not 
only goes hand in hand with the study of 
history and science but also gives us a 
better understanding of current world 
events. 

Geography has been a determining factor 
in the social, economic, and political devel- 
opment of every nation on Earth; indeed, it 
is impossible to understand history without 
taking into account the location, natural re- 
sources, and other geographic characteris- 
tics of nations. When we study the geogra- 
phy of our 50 States, as well as the relation- 
ship of America to the world as a whole, we 
gain a better understanding of our Nation’s 
history and development—and a deeper ap- 
preciation of its diversity and splendor. 

While most geographic features of our 
Nation and the planet have taken shape 
over thousands of years, the study of geog- 
raphy gives us more than insight into the 
past; it also equips us with knowledge that 
we need to understand and to participate in 
the world of today. As advances in technol- 
ogy bring the world closer together, and as 
democratic reforms in many nations create 
new opportunities for international trade 
and travel, the mastery of geography be- 





comes increasingly important. If the United 
States is to remain a leader in our rapidly 
changing world, then our citizens must be 
able to recognize the location and the sig- 
nificance of events abroad. If we are to con- 
tinue to enjoy success in the complex 
realms of foreign policy and international 
commerce, then we must also be familiar 
with the languages, customs, and physical 
circumstances of our neighbors around the 
globe. 

Despite the importance of geography, 
and despite the fact that it can be both 
fascinating and fun for students, too many 
Americans do not have basic knowledge in 
this field. Too many schoolchildren—and 
too many adults—are unable to locate major 
cities, countries, or even entire continents 
on a globe. Many are unaware of the advan- 
tages of seaports and rivers to a nation’s 
security and commerce, and some Ameri- 
cans are even unable to locate their own 
communities on a map. 

By working together to achieve our Na- 
tional Education Goals, we can change this 
intolerable situation. During Geography 
Awareness Week, let us reaffirm our deter- 
mination to make the United States a 
Nation of students. As parents and as teach- 
ers, let us help our children to recognize 
the importance of geography and other 
basic subjects, and by word, deed, and ex- 
ample, let us introduce them to the joys of 
lifelong learning. 

In recognition of the importance of the 
study and mastery of geography, the Con- 
gress, by House Joint Resolution 201, has 
designated the week of December 1 
through December 7, 1991, and the week 
of November 15 through November 21, 
1992, each as “Geography Awareness 
Week” and has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in ob- 
servance of these occasions. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning De- 
cember 1, 1991, and the week beginning 
November 15, 1992, as Geography Aware- 
ness Week. I call upon all Americans to ob- 
serve these occasions with appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
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ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 1:43 p.m., December 2, 1991) 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on December 4. 


Proclamation 6385—National Home 
Care Week, 1991 and 1992 


December 2, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Each day, thousands of hardworking men 
and women bring vital home health care 
services to Americans who are incapacitat- 
ed by illness, age, or disability. Working in 
association with more than 12,000 home 
care agencies across the country, these 
dedicated professionals and volunteers play 
an important part in our Nation’s total 
health care system. This week, we honor 
them for their many contributions. 

The administrators and employees of 
home health care agencies work closely 
with government agencies and with con- 
cerned private organizations, including hos- 
pitals, to give patients a welcome alterna- 
tive to institutionalized care. Home care not 
only emphasizes the dignity, comfort, and 
independence of patients but also affirms 
the importance of family love and support 
to their well-being. By enabling clients to 
prevent or to postpone costly hospital stays 
and other forms of inpatient care, home 
care has often proved to be economical, as 
well. 

Thousands of nurses, therapists, social 
workers, and others provide our Nation’s 
home care services, and each of them de- 
serves our recognition and thanks. Their 
professionalism and compassion are making 
a real difference in the lives of Americans 
in need. 

To increase public awareness of and sup- 
port for our Nation’s home care agencies, 
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the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
175, has designated the weeks beginning 
December 1, 1991, and November 29, 
1992, as “National Home Care Week” and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of 
these weeks. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the weeks of December 1 
through December 7, 1991, and November 
29 through December 5, 1992, as National 
Home Care Week. I encourage all Ameri- 
cans—as well as government officials, health 
and social service providers, insurance com- 
panies, and private voluntary organiza- 
tions—to observe these weeks with appro- 
priate programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 1:44 p.m., December 2, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on December 4. 


Message on the Observance of 
Hanukkah 


December 2, 1991 


I am delighted to send greetings to Jews 
in the United States and throughout the 
world as you celebrate Hanukkah. 

This holiday of renewal and dedication is 
a tribute to the enduring values of faith and 
freedom. For more than 2,000 years, Jews 
have kindled the lights of the menorah to 
celebrate the victory of the Maccabees over 
religious tyranny. However, the real mira- 
cle of Hanukkah is much more profound. 
When Judah Maccabee and his followers 
prepared to rededicate the Temple in Jeru- 
salem, they found only a small cruse of oil 
that had not been defiled, and it contained 
only enough oil to light the menorah for 
one night. Miraculously, it lasted for eight 
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days and nights until more oil could be se- 
cured. Thus, Hanukkah is as much a festival 
of spiritual freedom as it is a commemora- 
tion of the Jewish people’s struggle against 
political oppression. 

As you gather with family and friends 
during Hanukkah, I know that you will be 
offering special prayers for a lasting peace 
for Israel, the Middle East and the world. 
Today, many people—people of all faiths 
and all walks of life—share in that great 
hope. 

Barbara joins me in sending best wishes 
for a joyous Hanukkah. 


George Bush 


Remarks to Tropicana Employees in 
Bradenton, Florida 


December 3, 1991 


Thank you, Feng, and thank you, Alton, 
and all of you. I’m sure you all were 
dunned for your participation in that 
present. But it’s a beauty. And I see the 
medical department RN’s instructing me to 
say hello to Barbara Bush, which I will be 
happy—and she will be thrilled to see this, 
I'll tell you. And thank you all for the warm 
welcome. And Barry Brinson, thanks for the 
introduction. And I’m just pleased to be 
with you all. I’m glad to see my old friend, 
Edgar Bronfman, who just spoke to you; 
William Pietersen, Tropicana’s able presi- 
dent; and to be here with my good friends, 
Senator Connie Mack and then the two 
Congressmen from right in here, Andy Ire- 
land and Porter Goss, both good men, too. 
And to all the men and women who work 
here at this exciting and productive facility, 
thank you for your warm hospitality. 

And I wish that each of you could have 
been with me. You’ve seen it a thousand 
times, but I love that infectious enthusiasm 
of the men and women that were showing 
me parts of this wonderful operation. They 
made me feel right at home, and so do all 
of you. Thank you very, very much. 

I promise you—please be seated out 
there. No, I’m going to be brief. I came 
here really, I mean this, to look and to 
listen and to learn. I’m delighted with what 





I've seen, a successful American company 
with a great work force in a fiercely com- 
petitive industry. In our household, where 
we have grandchildren coming and going 
all the time, sometimes we feel as though 
we're keeping both the fruit juice industry 
and the soft drink industry in business all by 
ourselves. So, I’m glad to see where it’s 
coming from. 

American consumers are big winners be- 
cause of the robust competition in this busi- 
ness. You and your competitors have taken 
up the challenge to create an appetizing 
array of new products. Here and on other 
travels to workplaces around the country, I 
see an accelerating commitment to quality, 
to world-class performance. I’ve seen first- 
hand the revolution in organization and 
management: Companies are getting the 
lead out and cutting the bureaucracy and 
making sustainable gains in productivity, 
gains that will be sustained, I might add. 

American companies have made an un- 
precedented commitment to education, to 
training, an effort that fits well with our 
America 2000 education strategy to revolu- 
tionize American education by the dawn of 
the new century, so that your kids are going 
to be able to compete with any kids any- 
where in the world in terms of brainpower, 
in terms of education. 

And I wanted to especially single this 
country out because, you see, our businesses 
are taking tough, effective measures to fight 
drug abuse in the workplace. They know 
that a drug-free workplace is another essen- 
tial requirement for a competitive industry. 
I have the highest praise for Tropicana’s 
anti-drug program, and I’m deeply grateful 
to your former president, Bob Soran, and 
vice president, Martin Gutfreund, for their 
hard work with my Presidential Drug Advi- 
sory Council. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, Bob came up 
to Camp David, along with some other busi- 
ness and labor people, and came up there 
to Camp David to brief me on this compre- 
hensive nationwide program to make the 
workplace drug-free. And you can be proud 
that your company is out front setting an 
example for companies around the world, 
especially in this country. 

You know, American companies are ex- 
panding, working hard to expand exports. 
And we’re succeeding. American firms are 
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muscling their way into world markets with 
success and with skill and with drive. And 
with every billion dollars, a lot of Americans 
don’t understand this, with every billion 
dollars of manufactured exports they’re cre- 
ating 20,000 more jobs for Americans. 

In some cases the Government plays a 
vital role in helping companies export. The 
trade negotiators in our administration have 
worked intensely to open up, for example, 
Japan’s consumer. markets. Thanks to these 
free and fair trade policies and to the skills 
of our agriculture and trade officials, Japan 
will drop its prohibitive quota system on 
orange juice and throw its market wide 
open to American orange juice, effective 
next April. And we will be able to compete 
in that market. And believe me, it’s going 
to mean more jobs right here. 

I’ve just mentioned some of the top-prior- 
ity economic business issues: The quality 
revolution, the educational excellence, the 
drug-free workplaces, successful positioning 
in foreign markets. And each of these does 
play a profoundly important role in our Na- 
tion’s long-term economic well-being. Each 
of these stems not so much from Govern- 
ment machination as from private initiative, 
from Main Street America’s sweat and 
muscle and brainpower and will, and from 
the excellence of the people that are out 
there on the lines doing the work. 

In my younger years I was an entrepre- 
neur. That’s a big word for meaning a small 
business guy. And just out of college, my 
partners and I started a couple of really 
small companies, and we worked hard to 
help them survive and grow and create jobs 
in our community way out there in Odessa 
and Midland, Texas, in West Texas. That 
helped me a lot in life because I want to 
take my stand with the millions of entrepre- 
neurs, small businessmen, working people 
who live in the real world and understand 
what makes this country work. 

On fiscal and monetary policy, we have 
some good fundamentals in place. Interest 
rates, fortunately, are down. And I’m going 
to work hard to try to keep them down. 
Inflation seems to be under control right 
now, and that’s good. But much more needs 
to be done. I’m talking now about the econ- 
omy nationwide. We can’t sit back and 
hope for the best. We all know that too 
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many people are having a tough time right 
now. 

And I’m hearing about it in conversations 
with working people. And I’m reading 
hardship stories in letters people write. I 
can’t tell you I read every letter I get up 
there. It’s a tremendous volume, but I got 
to see a lot of them. And I do understand. 
And I am concerned. And I really want to 
help. And I know that for a person out of a 
job, for that person, the unemployment rate 
is a hurtful 100 percent. 

So, we’ve got to do more to get this econ- 
omy on the move. And I think you probably 
know, I hope you do at least, that I’ve been 
fighting since 1989 for a cut in the capital 
gains to stimulate investment which creates 
new jobs. And I’m going to keep on fighting 
for it. This is one of the most productive tax 
changes one could devise. And the benefici- 
aries of this will be the people that are out 
of work looking for jobs and these small 
business people. And, yes, a cut in that cap- 
ital gains tax will also mean more money in 
the pocket for Americans who sell their 
homes. 

So capital gains relief is only part of our 
program. This coming week, I believe it 
will be this coming week, I’m going to be 
signing a very important transportation bill 
that creates new jobs while helping to re- 
build the infrastructure in our country. I’m 
working for a research tax credit to help 
these new technologies create more jobs. 
And I believe Mr. Pietersen could assert to 
the importance of our staying out front, 
whether it’s in this industry or others, on 
research and development. 

We're working for new IRA’s. I imagine a 
lot of you have IRA’s when you try to save. 
We're trying to get them—that will help 
the first-time homebuyer—and bank reform 
legislation to help America enjoy diversified 
financial services designed for the next cen- 
tury, help out there in the future as well as 
now. And I’m determined to leave no stone 
unturned in an effort to promote economic 
growth. 

I have enjoyed this chance to see what 
you're doing. I admit it’s just a bird’s-eye 
view out there, if you’ll excuse the expres- 
sion. But I really believe that I’ve learned a 
lot from listening to the people working in 
this marvelous facility, getting their 
thoughts about where the country is 
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headed. Quite frankly, being with you here 
today refreshes me. And I am proud of your 
hard work, of your management skill, of 
your commitment to fight the drug scourge. 
1 like the hand that the previous speaker 
got in terms of this, fighting these drugs. 
This is, oh, it’s so important to the families 
in this country that we succeed. And when 
I say we, I don’t mean just Washington. I 
mean the communities, families, points of 
light all across our country. We have got to 
beat back this scourge of drugs that are 
poisoning the young people in this country. 


And so I am proud of your hard work and 
your skills, as I say, and what I mentioned 
earlier on, the passion and the genius that I 
felt from the individual workers I met and 
all of you for getting ever-more attractive 
products into a demanding market. 


This is an exciting, tough time but an 
exciting time to be President of the United 
States. We’re moving towards a much more 
peaceful world. And I take some pride that 
we've got a good team that have been 
working for that. We set back aggression 
halfway around the world less than a year 
ago when we taught Saddam Hussein a real 
lesson. 


Now what I want to take is this new- 
found credibility of the United States—and 
believe me, it is strong around the world— 
and use it to get into these foreign markets 
which means more jobs for American work- 
ers, more jobs for the people of Florida. So, 
I’m going to keep on trying my hardest. 
I’ve learned from you. 

Thank you, and may God bless the 
United States of America, the greatest coun- 
try on the face of the Earth. Thank you so 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at Tro- 
picana Products, Inc. In his remarks, the 
President referred to Edgar M. Bronfman, 
chairman and chief executive officer of the 
Seagrams Co., Inc.; and Tropicana employees 
Feng Woods, Alton Perkins, and Barry Brin- 
son, who presented the President with a 
ship’s wheel. 





Remarks to Peavey Electronics 
Employees in Meridian, Mississippi 
December 3, 1991 


Thank you all very, very much for this 
welcome. I'll tell you, this is a great day for 
me, a wonderful day for me. And I just 
can’t tell you how much I appreciate your 
warm welcome. I have only one regret, and 
that is that Barbara’s not here to join in this. 
Frankly, I think she’s doing a great job for 
our country, and this would be wonderful 
for her morale. But I'll tell you——{ap- 
plause]. 

The other day, we presented the Medal 
of Freedom to one of the great athletes of 
our time, Ted Williams, former slugger, you 
know, for the Boston Red Sox. And he did 
something he’s never done before. He wore 
a necktie. And, Hartley—{/aughter|—I un- 
derstand that. Regardless of what you had 
to wear and how uncomfortable you might 
be, you and Melia have got this wonderful 
way of making me feel at home. And every- 
body that’s worked on this visit and to all of 
those here who are responsible for the ar- 
rangements and the advance and the com- 
munications and all of that, I promise you 
we will leave on time and not hang out 
here so to burden you further. But for us 
it’s been a wonderful visit, and all of our 
people have enjoyed working with you all. 

I want to salute, of course, my closest 
friend in the United States Congress, Sonny 
Montgomery, who represents Meridian 
here, and just say how pleased I am to be 
with him. And I want to tell you how proud 
I am of your new Governor-elect, Kirk For- 
dice, who is with us today sitting right over 
here. You do a great job for our State. 
Mayor Jimmy Kemp, thank you, sir, for 
greeting us at the airport and being with us. 
And I want to thank Meridian’s High School 
Marching Band, single out, of course, the 
Restless Heart. They’re good anyway, but 
when you give them a good sound system, 
look what they can do. I mean, it’s fantastic. 

I also want to thank Reverend Followell 
for his invocation and Gil Carmichael, who 
is serving in Washington, DC, a longtime 
Meridian who flew down with me today on 
Air Force One, and all the rest of you. 

I think best of all for me on this day, 
though, it is to see the people behind the 
power of Peavey. I sensed it when I walked 
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in here, the feeling of this company, the 
pride in what you have accomplished. It is a 
true American story, and each and every 
one of you is a part of it. 

Someone once told me that Hartley 
Peavey wanted to be a rock star but found 
out he was better at making amplifiers. 
That’s okay. I always wanted to be number 
one at the White House, but you know Bar- 
bara. [Laughter] So, you all have got to do 
what you do, you know. 

But it is great to be back in your Magno- 
lia State, in the birthplace of so much great 
American music. And it’s great to meet the 
people who’ve made Peavey the largest am- 
plifier manufacturer in the world. Looking 
around, I’m beginning to understand this 
motto, “People Growing Together.” 

Whether it’s employees like Sallie Weath- 
ers, still part of the Peavey family at 71; or 
like Susan Roddy, with achievements in life- 
long learning; or people like Belinda Bates, 
David McCarty, and other Peavey heroes 
who helped win the Gulf war: We’re grate- 
ful to them. I think you’ve really clearly 
demonstrated—and I hope this visit ampli- 
fies this around the country—that quality 
people do mean quality products. 

Hartley once remarked that “Fat cats 
don’t hunt.” Well, Peavey’s been prowling 
the global marketplace with a hunger that 
won’t quit. You export, I’m told, to 103 
countries, accounting for more than 40 per- 
cent of your sales. Two amplifiers are top 
sellers in Japan. Peavey proves that more 
foreign exports means more American jobs. 
Ask the man, ask Hartley; by playing a criti- 
cal role in our Secretary of Commerce’s 
Japan Corporate Program, he knows what 
I'm talking about. Cracking foreign mar- 
kets, that means creating more economic 
growth and more American jobs. 

Some in the Congress have tried to set up 
a false division between foreign policy and 
domestic priorities. But I think they’re 
wrong. Anyone who’s on the front lines of 
foreign competition knows that fighting the 
battles against foreign protectionism means 
a winning war on the homefront. These 
things are related. And with a level playing 
field, I am absolutely convinced that Ameri- 
can workers can outinnovate, outperform, 
and outproduce any competition on Earth. 
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You’re doing your part, and I’m going to 
keep on trying to do mine. I'll soon be 
going over to Asia, where Hartley has just 
been, pushing to open the markets of South 
Korea and Japan to American products and 
services. Asia is one of the fastest growing 
export markets, and exports are the strong- 
est sector, in tough times, the strongest 
sector of our economy. Right here in this 
great State, more than 43,000 jobs are 
export-driven, and overall, every billion dol- 
lars in manufacturers’ exports means 20,000 
jobs. 

As a Nation, we must address today’s 
problems and tomorrow’s promise in a 
world united in strong economic competi- 
tion, not frozen, thank God, anymore in nu- 
clear conflict. Over the years we have built 
a foundation in this new, revitalized world. 
And there are some tough things out there 
but some encouraging things. Inflation is 
down. Interest rates have fallen to the 


lowest level in years. Our exports have sky- 
rocketed, as I said, 80 percent in the last 5 
years. And again, that does mean good jobs 
across the country for men and women. 

But this is no time—I’m not here to sing 


some Pollyanna-ish view—this is no time to 
sit back and hope for the best. Too many 
Americans are having a tough time making 
ends meet. And many people wonder, and I 
can understand this, how a President in that 
magnificent White House that I’m honored 
to live in, wonder how a President under- 
stands what goes on outside Washington, 
living there. Especially the people that are 
struggling across our country to make ends 
meet. Well, here’s how, at least part of it: 
I’ve traveled to 48 States since I’ve been 
President, talking and meeting with people, 
and listening and learning. And then, of 
course, you do still get mail. I can’t say I get 
it all. Don’t write in necessarily, but— 
[laughter|—no, but do because we learn 
from that. And I see the mail and I’m con- 
cerned and I want to help. I do know that 
for a person out of a job, that for him or 
her, that unemployment rate is 100 per- 
cent. 

So over in Bradenton today, I was over 
there, and earlier I received a letter from 
someone who lived there, Bradenton, Flori- 
da, who told me that he was concerned 
with what was happening in our country. 
And sadly, he told me about being out of 
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work for almost 3 years. Well, you know, 
these are touching things; reading letters 
like this are disheartening. But a President 
needs to know that people out there are 
feeling the pinch of hard times, who aren’t 
looking for just another handout, but who 
need a hand up. And I’m determined to 
leave no stone unturned in our efforts to 
get this national economy on the move. 

I think, and I think Congressman Mont- 
gomery would agree with this, I think the 
Governor-elect would agree that this new 
transportation bill that has just passed is 
good. I intend to sign it soon. It means 
growth, and again, for those out of work, it 
does mean jobs, getting some of this con- 
struction underway. There’s something the 
Federal Government has a responsibility 
for. Congress lived up to that responsibility. 
And I think that will help soon. 

I’ve also asked Congress to pass an impor- 
tant series of initiatives that would help put 
Americans back to work and set us on a 
long-term economic growth track: Tax in- 
centives, for example, to unleash invest- 
ment; reforms to reform the banking 
system. It hasn’t been reformed at all since 
the mid-thirties. So, we’ve got to compete: 
Our banks are uncompetitive; reforms to 
strengthen our educational system; initia- 
tives to keep the health care costs that are 
driving families into real trouble, keep 
those down. And together, I believe that 
these measures would help the American 
economy. 

I didn’t come down here to talk politics, 
but unfortunately—I will say this—the Con- 
gress did not act on the economic growth 
program that I sent to the Hill 9 months 
ago, nor did they send me its own package 
of growth measures. 

So I know, I’m well aware of this, and I 
expect everybody around here is, you’ve 
just been through an election cycle. And 
now we're fixin’ to go into another, a na- 
tional one, and I know we’re about to enter 
that. And I know that both parties will 
spend a lot of time shooting at each other. 
That’s already started. You can see it every 
night on television. And I haven’t gotten 
warmed up yet, incidentally, on that. 
[Laughter] But this is where we are. And in 
our system of government, it’s understand- 
able that the opposition will attack the 





President aggressively. There’s nothing new 
about this. 

But when people are hurting—here’s the 
point I wanted to make to you all and, 
through you, by word of mouth to your 
neighbors and friends; maybe some who 
aren’t lucky enough to have a job here—I 
think when people are hurting, a President 
has got to find ways to set this aside and to 
get the job done. And Congress now has 
left town. It was a tough and bitter session 
up there, as Sonny knows very well. And 
while many people, including me, would 
have liked to see some of the action taken, 
constructive action on the economy, we 
now have a few weeks, very few, in which 
elected officials can cool off, hear from their 
constituents, and hopefully come back in 
January ready to act on an effective plan of 
action that I’m going to send out there to 
the American people in the State of the 
Union Message. 

And when I give that address, I’m going 
to ask Congress to do what I’m talking 
about here: Set aside briefly, and it can only 
be briefly because of the year, ’92, set aside 
election-year politics at least long enough to 
enact a commonsense set of economic re- 
forms. And then afterward, as the election 
season unfolds, let the partisan politics flair 
up again. But every once in a while, it is a 
President’s responsibility to try to get the 
political climate set aside and get something 
done to help the American people. And I 
want you to know, I’m going to try to do 
just that. 

Sonny and I had a colleague—I don’t 
think he ever voted with me when he was 
alive, side by side on sqme of the issues, but 
he was a good man—Claude Pepper from 
Florida, a venerable Democrat, kind of a 
legend in his time. And he said, “If more 
politicians in this country were thinking 
about the next generation instead of the 
next election, it might be better for the 
United States and the world.” Well, the guy 
was talking some real truth there. 

And if we can come together now as a 
country, as legislators and as the Presi- 
dent—I’ll take my share—long enough to 
put principle and programs before partisan- 
ship and pride, it is my belief that America, 
as Faulkner might have put it, “will not 
merely endure; it will prevail.” 
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And I will go back to Washington, rein- 
vigorated by what I’ve seen here, this kind 
of “can-do” spirit. I will go back with my 
renewed sense of pride. I wish some of you 
could have seen the wonderful reception at 
the airport, some of the kids that served us 
so admirably in Desert Storm out there to 
say hello when this marvelous Air Force 
One taxied up. And I might say to those 
here that were involved in it, it is my firm 
belief that what our young men and women 
did in Desert Storm has given the United 
States of America a new found respect and 
credibility all around the world. There is no 
question about that. 


So, what I want to do as we work for 
peace and work to handle the changes that 
are happening in the Soviet Union and 
bring parties together for peace in the 
Middle East, what I also want to do is to 
take that new found credibility, use it to 
hammer our way into these markets of 
Europe, these markets of Asia, so we will 
have more access. We will have more ready 
access to those markets, and that means 
more products like the ones you make, 
other products being made for export across 
this country, going into these foreign mar- 
kets. 


The world is small. Foreign policy and 
domestic, they interact today. And this is an 
exciting and wonderful time to be President 
of the United States. I can’t tell you how 
emotional and strong I feel about what I’ve 
seen right here today. This is the American 
dream in action. 


Thank you all and may God bless our 
country. Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Hart- 
ley D. Peavey, chairman and chief executive 
officer, and Melia Peavey, president, Peavey 
Electronics; Restless Heart, a country and 
western group who performed the national 
anthem; Reverend Bob Followell, pastor of 
Carmel Baptist Church in Meridian; and 
Gilbert E. Carmichael, Federal Railroad 
Administrator. 
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Proclamation 6387—Federal Civilian 
Employees Remembrance Day, 1991 


December 3, 1991 


By The President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The fact that it shattered the stillness of a 
Sunday morning, a time when millions of 
Americans were preparing to attend church 
services or to enjoy the quiet of their 
homes, only compounded the shock, grief, 
and outrage of our Nation. At 7:55 a.m. on 
December 7, 1941, naval air forces of the 
Imperial Japanese Combined Fleet attacked 
United States military installations at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii. American forces in Guam, 
the Philippines, and elsewhere in the Pacif- 
ic also suffered brutal assaults. By the end 
of the day, the U.S. Pacific Fleet was virtu- 
ally devastated. Scores of American fighter 
planes were also destroyed. More than 
2,400 Americans died at Pearl Harbor 
alone—among them, 68 civilians listed as 
dead or missing. 

As we mark the 50th anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, we will honor, in a 
special way, all those military personnel 
who perished on that Day of Infamy and, 
indeed, throughout World War II. Yet we 
also do well to remember the service of 
Federal civilian employees. Immediately 
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Federal 
civilian employees responded to rescue and 
reconstruction missions with distinction and 
valor. Over the next 4 years, these dedicat- 
ed men and women continued to make 
vital contributions to the Allied war effort, 
performing critical administrative and tech- 
nical duties in support of military oper- 
ations. These tasks included aircraft and 
ship maintenance and repair, medical serv- 
ices, supply operations, and civil engineer- 
ing functions to support and maintain 
camps, posts, and stations. Federal civilian 
employees played an instrumental role in 
salvaging naval vessels damaged at Pearl 
Harbor, returning them to action before the 
end of World War II. 

Our Federal civilian employees were 
joined in their efforts, of course, by millions 
of American workers in private industry. 
Half a century ago, every farm, factory, 
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mine, and shipyard in the country bustled 
with activity directed toward the war effort. 

In recognition of the patriotism, leader- 
ship, and exemplary performance of Feder- 
al civilian employees at Pearl Harbor and 
throughout World War II, the Congress, by 
Senate Joint Resolution 198, has designated 
December 4, 1991, as “Federal Civilian 
Employees Remembrance Day” and has au- 
thorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. On December 4, the National Park 
Service will coordinate ceremonies in 
Hawaii to honor the contributions of Feder- 
al civilian employees. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim December 4, 1991, as Fed- 
eral Civilian Employees Remembrance 
Day. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities in honor of the Federal civilian 
employees who made tremendous sacrifices 
for our country during the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and throughout the course of World 
War II. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of December, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:53 p.m., December 4, 1991} 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on December 6. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Release of American Hostage 
Alann Steen 


December 3, 1991 


With great pleasure we received the 
news of Alann Steen’s release after nearly 5 
years of unjust captivity in Lebanon. We 
join his friends and family in relief at his 
safe return. 

We are grateful for the successful efforts 
of the Secretary-General of the United Na- 
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tions in this endeavor and for their contri- 
butions, thank also the Governments of 
Iran, Syria, and Lebanon. 

The task is not completed, however. We 
remember Terry Anderson and the other 
hostages still held outside the process of law 
in the region. Once again, we call for their 
immediate and unconditional release, for a 
full accounting of those who have died in 
captivity, and for a return of their remains. 
They must be returned to their loved ones, 
and this tragic practice of hostage taking 
must cease. 


Letter Accepting the Resignation of 
John H. Sununu as Chief of Staff to the 
President ‘ 


December 3, 1991 


Dear John, 

I now have your letter resigning as Chief 
of Staff effective December 15th. It is with 
reluctance, regret and a sense of personal 
loss that I accept your resignation as Chief 


of Staff. 

I am very pleased, however, that you 
have agreed to remain as a Counsellor to 
the President, with Cabinet rank, through 
March 1, 1992. 

During the period, December 15th to 
March 1, you will be an official member of 
my administration and I will continue to 
seek your counsel on the important issues 
facing our country. 

John, I find it very difficult to write this 
letter both for professional reasons and for 
personal reasons. 

On the professional side, thanks to your 
leadership we have made significant accom- 
plishments for which you deserve great 
credit. 

Working with others here in the White 
House, throughout the administration, and 
on Capitol Hill, you have played a major 
role in achieving some of our significant 
goals. 

I will not attempt to list each legislative 
achievement for which you deserve an 
awful lot of personal credit. Having said 
that, your adherence to principle and your 
endless hours at the negotiating table were 
clearly instrumental in achieving good 


Clean Air Legislation; the ADA Bill and the 
Civil Rights Act of 91, both of which moved 
this country forward in a sensible way; 
groundbreaking Child Care legislation that 
strengthened the principle of family choice; 
and a budget agreement that for the first 
time in history put real enforceable caps on 
discretionary government spending. For all 
of this and much, much more, I am very 
grateful to you. 

In your letter, you generously mention 
my family and our personal relationship. 
The longer I serve as President the more 
importance I place on true friendships— 
friendships tested by fire and time. Ours is 
such a friendship. Barbara feels this way. 
Our four sons feel this way and so of course 
does Dorothy. 

You have never wavered in your loyalty 
to us and more importantly, your loyalty to 
the principles and goals of this administra- 
tion. You have indeed helped with the 
issues and you have intercepted many of 
the “arrows” aimed my way. 

Thank you from the bottom of my grate- 
ful heart for your distinguished service. I 
look forward to working with you in the 
future, first as Counsellor inside govern- 
ment and then as a trusted advisor outside 
government. 

And, yes, from my vantage point and our 
families as well, the friendship we treasure 
is stronger than ever. 

I hope you and Nancy, free of the enor- 
mous pressures of the office you have 
served so well, will enjoy life to its fullest. 
You deserve the best. 

Most sincerely from this grateful Presi- 
dent, 


George Bush 


Dear Mr. President, 

A little over three years ago you asked 
me to be your Chief of Staff. I eagerly and 
appreciatively accepted. 

Over these years it has been one of the 
most gratifying and satisfying experiences of 
my life to serve a President whom I admire, 
respect and will always consider a dear 
friend. 
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These have been amazing times for the 
world and the nation; they have been excit- 
ing and thrilling times for me. I am truly 
grateful for the opportunity to have been a 
part of it. 

But most of all, from a purely personal 
perspective, I want to thank you for the fun 
we have had these last three years. In a way 
that will be very difficult for historians to 
capture, this White House was an unbeliev- 
ably “fun place” to work. You, the Vice 
President, Scowcroft, Gates and I proved 
we could do very serious things well with- 
out taking the process or ourselves too seri- 
ously. I believe that chemistry, friendship, 
caring and irreverence was a singularly 
unique period for the Oval office, probably 
impossible ever to replicate. You were just 
great to let us do it that way. 

I must also take this opportunity to tell 
you again how proud I am of the White 
House staff you allowed me to put together. 
They will eventually be recognized as the 
most talented, mutually supportive, cooper- 
ative team ever to serve a President. In 
fact, one of the challenges ahead of us will 
be to make very clear the significance of all 
you and they have accomplished in the do- 
mestic area as well as in foreign policy. 

I have always said I wanted to serve as 
Chief of Staff as long as I could contribute 
to your success and help deal effectively 
with both the issues and the arrows. Until 
recently I was convinced that even with the 
distorted perceptions being created, I could 
be a strong contributor to your efforts and 
success. 

But in politics, especially during the sea- 
sons of a political campaign, perceptions 
that can be effectively dealt with at other 
times, can be—and will be—converted into 
real political negatives. And I would never 
want to not be contributing positively, 
much less be a drag on your success. There- 
fore, as we enter the contentious climate of 
a political campaign, I believe it is in your 
best interest for me to resign as Chief of 
Staff to the President of the United States 
effective December 15, 1991. 

As much as I will truly miss the opportu- 
nity to continue to work in the West Wing 
with you and my other friends there, I want 
you to know how strong and positive and 
upbeat I feel about doing this. I think you 
know that the responsibility and authority 
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(contrary to the legends out there) never 
meant as much to me as the chance to assist 
you to be (and to be recognized) a great 
President. I intend to continue that effort as 
an ordinary citizen, with all the benefits 
that accrue to man and family in the pri- 
vate sector of our magnificent system. 

I assure you that in pit bull mode or 
pussey cat mode (your choice, as always) I 
am ready to help. 

I also want to thank Barbara and all the 
Bush clan for being such wonderful friends 
and strong supporters even during the 
toughest of days. Nancy and I and our 
family will always remember and cherish 
that kindness and friendship. I hope we will 
all have a chance to share a few laughs over 
the holidays. 

Thanks again for the privilege of serving 
you and this wonderful country. It really 
has been great!!! 

Sincerely and respectfully, 


John H. Sununu 


Note: These letters were made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary but were 
not issued as White House press releases. 


Remarks to the American Enterprise 
Institute 


December 4, 1991 


Thank you all very, very much. And, 
Chris, thank you for that warm introduc- 
tion. And let me also single out my tennis 
opponent the other day, Paul Orrefice, your 
chairman, and thank him for his service to 
this outstanding institution, which I was 
privileged to serve in a brief period of time 
back in the seventies. And I want to say 
how pleased I am that Nick Brady, our Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, is with us today. 

And then finally, to salute Irving Kristol, 
honored by AEI with this year’s Francis 
Boyer Award. He’s out here somewhere, 
and it hasn’t been actually handed to him. 
But I’m told I’m not blowing the cover by— 
here he is over here. Irving, congratula- 
tions, sir. And our gratitude for the abun- 
dance of insight that you bring to the study 
of American politics, the American system, 





and indeed, American society. Irving has 
devoted so much of his effort the past three 
decades to making the world safe for demo- 
cratic capitalism. That message now opens 
new worlds from Moscow to Warsaw. And I 
just wish we could say the same thing of 
Washington, DC. [Laughter] 

Irving also runs one of America’s most 
formidable one-man talent agencies. Not 
only his o- « son, Bill, who so ably serves 
this administration, but legions of proteges 
in every corner of the political and intellec- 
tual worlds open doors by saying, “Irving 
sent me.” [Laughter] 

And I am pleased to, very pleased, when 
Chris invited me over here to have this 
chance to speak to all of you today. For me, 
AEI epitomizes something quintessentially 
American, the engaged intellectual. And 
Chris referred to this, but many of you have 
served in government and lived to tell 
about it. [Laughter] 

AEI encourages the ideal of the citizen- 
scholar, a kind of modern-day Cincinnatus: 
ready to answer your country’s call, and 
when your work is done, content to return 
to your word processors. 

For the past 3 years you have been, and 
again, Chris alluded to this, very gracious in 
offering me advice on all manners of issues. 
And I thank you for your support and, yes, 
for what I'll call your constructive criticism. 

In the short space of those 3 years, we’ve 
seen our world literally transformed: The 
collapse of communism, the cold war’s end, 
the triumph of the democratic idea. Each 
epoch-making event swept away the chal- 
lenges, the conflicts, that defined the world 
we knew. Each opened up a new era, a 
new world of possibilities. 

And as I’ve said before, the cold war was, 
in its decisive aspect, a war of ideas, a clash 
between two systems speaking to the deep- 
est dreams and desires of man. And that 
battle was won by Western ideals. And the 
fact that in the nations of the old Warsaw 
Pact and even within the Soviet Union, free 
governments and free markets are now 
taking root, stands as a tribute to the ideas 
and ideals that guide this institution, guide 
AEFI. 

Our new era brings with it a need for 
new guideposts for solutions and approach- 
es that keep pace with the times. The fact 
that at long last we celebrate a world trans- 
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formed inevitably means change here at 
home. 

Right now, the focus here in Washington 
and across our country is on the economy. 
Yesterday I was in Bradenton, Florida, and 
then we flew over to Meridian, Mississippi, 
meeting with working Americans, listening 
to what’s on their minds, the same way I’ve 
tried to listen to people across America, 48 
States, as a matter of fact. I’ve been to 48 
States to be exact over the 3 years. And 
these are tough times we’re in. And many 
Americans are worried. And they’re looking 
for a sign from Washington that someone 
cares, understands what’s happening. And I 
hope I’ve made clear that I do. 

These people won’t feel comforted by a 
weighty discourse on the difficulties of di- 
vided Government. They know that what- 
ever the leading economic indicators might 
say, for a person who’s lost the job, the 
unemployment rate is 100 percent. And 
they are impatient, tired of excuses. They 
want action, and they can’t understand the 
political gridlock that too often paralyzes 
Washington, DC. 

But Government and governing requires 
more than action for action’s sake. You see, 
too many in Congress make the easy as- 
sumption that when polls tell us about dis- 
satisfaction with Washington, it means they 
want Government to do more, take more 
power to itself. But that notion simply does 
not square with my sense of what people 
want. Yes, the American people want Gov- 
ernment to act, but not to build new cen- 
tralized bureaucracies or create more red 
tape. Across America, we see a demand for 
greater freedom of action. A public weary 
of mandates, regulations, and taxes, that 
public wants to reverse the flow of Govern- 
ment power, to restore authority to the 
people. 

In the political and social sphere, this new 
demand for freedom of action means poli- 
cies that enhance the power of the individ- 
ual and strengthen the family. You can see 
those ideas translated into action in this ad- 
ministration’s stand against quotas and for 
real equality of opportunity; in our child- 
care bill, a victory against the forces that 
saw this issue as a chance to build a brave 
new child-care bureaucracy. You can see it 
in our HOPE program’s emphasis on turn- 
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ing tenants into homeowners—and, indeed, 
in education where choice is an essential 
part of our America 2000 strategy. 

Take a look at that strategy. What worries 
our critics, the defenders of the status quo 
in the education establishment, isn’t that 
our plan won’t work. They worry that it 
will work. They know that choice, competi- 
tion, and community involvement are revo- 
lutionary concepts capable of literally rein- 
venting the American school. But that’s 
what we want to do. That’s what we’re 
trying to do. That’s what we must do. 

In the economic sphere, the demand for 
freedom of action means policies that pro- 
mote market-based solutions: The kind we 
fought for in the amendments to the Clean 
Air Act and built into our energy strategy. 

Let me focus in more detail about what 
this means given our current economic situ- 
ation. No one should be complacent about 
the sluggish economy or stubborn unem- 
ployment rates. But we must not discount 
the fundamentals, the underlying factors 
that propel our economy toward growth. 

From the first, we’ve built out long-term 
growth strategy on several key elements: 
unleashing capital and reducing tax bur- 
dens; keeping inflation in check and inter- 
ests rates down. 

Second, we recognize the need to keep 
American business competitive: to slash red 
tape and regulations wherever possible, 
draw the line against Government man- 
dates that handcuff the American entre- 
preneur. 

Chris DeMuth and Irving’s son Bill, Bill 
Kristol, with his involvement in the Com- 
petitiveness Council and Chris’ past experi- 
ence in doing a superb job on deregulation, 
they both can tell you stories that will make 
your hair curl. True competitiveness in- 
cludes also real tort reform, capping these 
crippling sky’s-the-limit liability awards 
which exert such a strong chilling effect on 
entrepreneurs ready to bring new products 
to market. 

Third, as a Nation, we’ve got to make 
good on our commitment to quality educa- 
tion and job training, to ensure a work 
force ready for the challenges a new centu- 
ry will bring. 

Fourth, we’ve got to control the deficit. 
The American people need to understand 
that right now we spend $286 billion a 
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year, that’s three-quarters of a billion dollars 
a day, just to pay interest on the national 
debt. We’ve got to try to hold spending 
down and avoid driving interest rates up 
again. 

And finally, we’ve got to make certain 
American businesses compete on an equal 
footing, and that means a Government 
committed to the principles of free and fair 
trade. We’ve fought to advance those prin- 
ciples from the EC to East Asia, in the Uru- 
guay round, and with our promising Enter- 
prise for the Americas Initiatives. 

We feel the benefits of foreign trade right 
here at home. Each additional billion dollars 
in manufactured goods and trade means an- 
other 20,000 American jobs. And yet in 
spite of the fact that, last year alone, total 
gross exports accounted for virtually all of 
this Nation’s economic growth, a new breed 
of isolationists seem to think domestic 
policy ends at the water’s edge. 

Well, thank God they weren’t around 
back in 1492. Imagine the hard time they’d 
have given Columbus. Voices on the right 
and left are working right now to breathe 
life into those old flat-Earth theories of pro- 
tectionism, of isolationism. But there is no 
going back. Our new world is far smaller, 
communications far more instant. Our hori- 
zons stretch much farther with each gen- 
eration. This is 1991, not 1791; a horse-and- 
buggy attitude won’t carry us into the next 
century. 

On certain issues, many in the foreign 
policy sphere, the President possesses all 
the authority he needs to advance an ambi- 
tious agenda. But there are things no Presi- 
dent can do unilaterally, times when the 
need for action finds the President and 
Congress pulling in different directions. I 
don’t approach the problem of divided Gov- 
ernment as a political scientist. The ideal 
solution, in my view, to divided Govern- 
ment remains a government united in pur- 
suit of the public good. In other words, to 
be candid, my preferred solution to divided 
Government is a Republican Congress. In 
the meanwhile, I’m going to keep pushing 
Congress—and I mean this; it is important 
because of what I told you I feel about this 
economy—reaching out when I can, giving 
a kinder and gentler poke, now and again 





when necessary, to get up with Congress to 
work with me to get the job done. 

I called on Congress to join me in respon- 
sible action—I think history will show this 
to be an accurate statement—long before 
our economy began to struggle. I said back 
in 1989, during the longest peacetime re- 
covery on record, that America could not 
rest easy, that we needed to look to the 
long-term, put in place policies that would 
sustain growth and would create jobs. And I 
offered then the first of three economic 
growth packages. Three sessions of Con- 
gress have come and gone, and everyone 
knows the result: precious little action. 

Every one of the economic proposals that 
I’ve sent up to Capitol Hill serves the single 
standard of generating growth, and that in- 
cludes, yes, the capital gains tax cut that my 
opponents have labeled as controversial. My 
opponents like to treat capital gains as a 
code word for class warfare, even at the 
very same time they’re learning to pay lip 
service to a concept called competitiveness. 
And I wonder seriously whether they real- 
ize the United States is saddled with capital 
gains tax rates far higher than our key 
international competitors? Germany, take a 
look at Germany: zero percent. No capital 
gains tax at all on assets held longer than 6 
months. Or Japan: An entrepreneur who 
sells the company he’s built from scratch 
pays a tax of one percent. And it’s time we 
see and understand that higher costs for 
capital cripple competitiveness and cost 
American jobs. 

When I deliver the next State of the 
Union Message, when I deliver my State of 
the Union Message in January, I will go to 
Congress with a new action program, and 
I'll call on Congress to set aside politics—I 
know we're in an election year then—and 
focus on the public interest. And I'll chal- 
lenge them to enact a commonsense set of 
economic reforms. And if we do our work 
promptly—and we can; Congress can act 
fast when they want to—we'll still have 
plenty of time left in 1992 for partisan polli- 
tics. 

In the meantime, there is a great deal we 
can do in the executive branch to foster 
economic growth without waiting for Con- 
gress to act. And we’re going to continue 
doing all we can to drive down barriers to 
trade, open foreign markets to American 
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goods. We will seek ways to lift the burden 
of Federal regulation without compromising 
public health or safety. And as I said 
Monday, we will move quickly to imple- 
ment the job-intensive transportation bill 
that has just been passed. And I have or- 
dered Federal agencies to review the effec- 
tiveness of a full range of programs, from 
small business loans to job placement, job 
training to the process for getting unem- 
ployment checks out to the workers and 
families waiting for them. None of these 
actions can substitute for effective congres- 
sional action, but each can help move the 
economy along. 

So let me repeat. We have had a compre- 
hensive economic growth strategy from the 
beginning, encompassing every aspect of 
policy: Deficit reduction to lower interest 
rates; tax incentives to spur saving and en- 
trepreneurship; regulatory reform; _in- 
creased and more efficient investment in 
our public infrastructure; education reform 
to enhance America’s human capital; tort 
reform to ease the costly litigation that saps 
the very productivity of this country; and 
banking reform to make our financial 
system safer and more internationally com- 
petitive; and a trade policy aimed at open- 
ing the new markets that mean more 
American jobs. 

I’m confident that we can act to advance 
America’s interests, and I’m absolutely cer- 
tain we must because our world demands it. 
I’m confident because I remain convinced 
America’s fundamentals are sound, not just 
the economic indicators that I mentioned a 
few moments ago, but the broad fundamen- 
tals that sustain American society: Faith and 
family; the feeling of fellowship that leads 
millions of Americans to help neighbors in 
need, without looking to Washington for 
guidance; and of course, the cornerstone of 
our American idea, the bedrock belief in 
freedom that led us from Valley Forge to 
Desert Storm to the new world now unfold- 
ing around us. 

Look out on the horizon to the America 
the entire world now looks to for leader- 
ship. It is our country. To the America that 
exalts enterprise and sweat, the hands that 
work and the unlimited power of the 
human mind; to the America whose very 
name means freedom for millions around 
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the world. That America possesses a power 
that does not owe its strength to Govern- 
ment. Its power begins and ends in the 
living example of its people. 

Once again, I thank all of you for this 
opportunity to speak before your most pres- 
tigious board, your wonderful organization, 
and may God bless the United States of 
America. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:53 p.m. at 
the institute’s annual policy conference 
meeting in the Willard Hotel. In his re- 
marks, the President referred to Christopher 
C. DeMuth, president of the American En- 
terprise Institute, and Irving Kristol, a John 
M. Olin Distinguished Fellow at the insti- 
tute. 


Proclamation 6388—To Amend the 
Generalized System of Preferences 


December 4, 1991 


By the President of the United States 


of America 
A Proclamation 


1. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the 1974 
Act) (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462), and having 
due regard for the eligibility criteria set 
forth therein, I have determined that it is 
appropriate to designate Bulgaria as a bene- 
ficiary developing country for purposes of 
the Generalized System of Preferences 
(GSP). 

2. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2483) authorizes the President to embody 
in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States (HTS) the substance of the 
provisions of that Act, and of other Acts 
affecting import treatment, and the actions 
thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including but not limited 
to Title V and section 604 of the 1974 Act, 
do proclaim that: 

(i) General note 3(c\iiXA) to the HTS, 
listing those countries whose products are 
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eligible for benefits of the GSP, is modified 
by inserting “Bulgaria” in alphabetical 
order in the enumeration of independent 
countries. 

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama- 
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with 
the provisions of this proclamation are 
hereby superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

(3) The amendment made by this procla- 
mation shall be effective with respect to 
articles both: (i) imported on or after Janu- 
ary 1, 1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn 
from warehouse for consumption, on or 
after 15 days after the date of publication of 
this proclamation in the Federal Register. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:18 p.m., December 4, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on December 6. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Extending Generalized System of 
Preferences Benefits to Bulgaria 


December 4, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I am writing to inform you of my intent 
to add Bulgaria to the list of beneficiary 
developing countries under the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP). The GSP pro- 
gram offers duty-free access to the US. 
market and is authorized by the Trade Act 
of 1974, as amended (“the 1974 Act”). 

The Government of Bulgaria has request- 
ed designation as a GSP beneficiary coun- 
try. The decision to extend GSP treatment 
to Bulgaria was made in light of the con- 
tinuing changes in Eastern Europe, and in 
the spirit of the Trade Enhancement Initia- 
tive for Central and Eastern Europe. I have 
carefully considered the criteria identified 
in sections 501 and 502 of the Trade Act of 
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1974, as amended. In light of these criteria, 
and particularly Bulgaria’s ongoing political 
and economic reforms, I have determined 
that it is appropriate to extend GSP benefits 
to Bulgaria. 

This notice is submitted in accordance 
with section 502(aX1) of the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Statement on Signing Legislation on 
Trade and Unemployment Benefits 
December 4, 1991 


Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
1724. This legislation authorizes the Presi- 
dent to terminate the application of Title 
IV of the Trade Act of 1974 to the Republic 
of Hungary and the Czech and Slovak Fed- 
eral Republic. It would permit the Presi- 
dent to accord permanent most-favored- 
nation (MFN) status and to normalize our 
relations in the General Agreement on Tar- 
iffs and Trade with these countries. The 
passage of this legislation is a tribute to the 
enormous progress made in both countries 
toward building free markets and stable de- 
mocracy on the ruins of Communist rule, 
and a further important step on their way 
to full integration into the global market. It 
also serves to reaffirm America’s sustained 
commitment to Hungary and the Czech 
and Slovak Federal Republic as they contin- 
ue their historic and unprecedented demo- 
cratic transformations. 

I am also gratified that this legislation re- 
moves Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania from 
the provisions of Title IV of the Trade Act 
and grants MF status to these countries. 
Title IV had only applied to the Baltic na- 
tions because of their forced incorporation 
into the Soviet Union. Now that they have 
regained their independence, it is appropri- 
ate to terminate application of Title IV. 
MFN status will help normalize our eco- 
nomic relations with these nations and assist 


them as they are integrated into the world 
economy. 

H.R. 1724 includes the “Andean Trade 
Preference Act of 1991,” which implements 
an important initiative I requested last year. 
This legislation, which authorizes the Presi- 
dent to provide duty-free treatment to 
products from Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia, 
and Peru, will expand economic alterna- 
tives for these countries and help halt the 
production, processing, and shipment of il- 
legal drugs. It also will help cement our 
trade relationship with these Andean na- 
tions and show our commitment to econom- 
ic growth through trade liberalization. I 
note, however, that a provision of this Act 
purports to specify the effect of a recom- 
mendation to me by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture. I will interpret this provision in a 
manner consistent with my constitutional 
authority to supervise the operation of the 
unitary executive branch. 

H.R. 1724 repeals the statutory prohibi- 
tion on imports of gold coins from the 
Soviet Union. The lifting of the ban on im- 
ports represents another important step in 
the normalization of our economic relation- 
ship with the Soviet Union and fulfills an 
obligation related to the U.S.-Soviet Trade 
Agreement that I signed on June 1, 1990. 
Resumption of Soviet gold coin exports to 
the United States should help the Soviet 
Union and the republics earn hard curren- 
cy 


HR. 1724 includes the “Chemical and Bi- 


ological Weapons Control and Warfare 
Elimination Act of 1991.” This Act is virtu- 
ally identical to Title V of Public Law 102- 
138, which I signed into law on October 28, 
1991. The only significant difference is the 
addition of import sanctions to the list of 
sanctions that are to be imposed and corre- 
sponding additions to the Presidential 
waiver provisions. Certain provisions of this 
legislation, however, raise concerns with re- 
spect to the President’s control over negoti- 
ations with foreign governments and the 
possible disclosure of sensitive information. 
I will interpret these provisions in a manner 
consistent with my constitutional responsi- 
bility to conduct the foreign relations of the 
United States. The observations regarding 
Title V of Public Law 102-138 that I made 
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upon signing that bill into law are equally 
applicable to the Act I am signing today. 

The legislation contains modifications to 
the temporary extended unemployment 
benefits program that I signed into law on 
November 15. These modifications would 
extend this important assistance to an addi- 
tional 200,000 jobless Americans while con- 
tinuing to maintain the budget discipline 
that is essential to future economic and em- 
ployment growth. It is my hope that the 
Congress will take additional action to 
ensure that the economy strengthens, 
thereby creating new employment opportu- 
nities. 

George Bush 

The White House, 
December 4, 1991. 


Note: H.R. 1724, approved December 4, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-182. 


Statement on Signing the Intelligence 


Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 1992 
December 4, 1991 


Today I have signed H.R. 2038, the “In- 
telligence Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 
1992.” The Act authorizes appropriations 
for the intelligence and intelligence-related 
activities of the United States Government 
during fiscal year 1992. Because secrecy is 
indispensable if intelligence activities are to 
succeed, the funding levels authorized by 
this Act are classified and should remain so. 

I am concerned that the authorizations 
for appropriations below my request do not 
adequately provide for today’s intelligence 
challenges. I note that the Department of 
Defense Appropriations Act, 1992, does not 
include similar reductions, and the Adminis- 
tration will explore with the Congress 
means by which these appropriated funds 
may be utilized. 

Insofar as H.R. 2038 could be construed 
to incorporate a provision conditioning my 
authority to expend appropriated funds on 
action by committees of the Congress, I 
shall consider that provision to be of no 
effect because it is unconstitutional under 
the Supreme Court decision in JNS v. 
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Chadha, 462 U.S. 919 (1983). I also note 
that Section 803(bX7) of H.R. 2038 purports 
to limit my discretion in the selection of 
nominees to the National Security Educa- 
tion Board. I do not believe that the Con- 
gress may impose such limitations as a 
matter of law in light of the nomination 
power afforded to me by the Appointments 
Clause of the Constitution. Article II, Sec- 
tion 2, Clause 2. I shall regard the language 
of Section 803(b\7) as advisory, but shall, 
however, endeavor to follow such advice in 
my selection of nominees. 

Finally, this Act would require the Intelli- 
gence Community to maximize procure- 
ment of products in the United States, in a 
manner that is consistent with our national 
security concerns and that is fiscally sound. 
My interpretation of the Act will be guided 
by the fact that the procurement of prod- 
ucts in the United States will be maximized 
by adherence to U.S. international obliga- 
tions regarding Government procurement. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 4, 1991. 


Note: H.R. 2038, approved December 4, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-183. 


Statement on Signing the Tribal Self- 
Governance Demonstration Project Act 


December 4, 1991 


Today I am signing into law H.R. 3394, 
the “Tribal Self-Governance Demonstration 
Project Act.” This bill extends the duration 
of, and expands the number of tribes par- 
ticipating in, a demonstration project under 
which tribes plan, consolidate, conduct, and 
administer certain programs, services, and 
functions previously provided by the De- 
partment of the Interior. This demonstra- 
tion project has been an important step in 
Indian self-determination, in improving the 
government-to-government relationship be- 
tween tribes and the United States, and in 
helping Indian tribes develop independ- 
ence. 

I am signing H.R. 3394 notwithstanding 
those provisions that purport to require 





cabinet secretaries to report the results of 
certain studies together with their “recom- 
mendations” to the Congress. Were these 
provisions construed to require executive 
branch officers to submit legislative recom- 
mendations to the Congress, they would be 
constitutionally objectionable. Because Arti- 
cle II, section 3 of the Constitution vests the 
President with exclusive authority to decide 
whether and when the executive branch 
should propose legislation, these provisions 
must and will be construed not to require 
any legislative proposals or recommenda- 
tions. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 4, 1991. 


Note: H.R. 3394, approved December 4, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-184. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Telephone 
Conversation With Former Hostage 
Terry Anderson 


December 4, 1991 


President Bush called Terry Anderson at 
approximately 4:45 p.m. this afternoon in 
Damascus to express the love and admira- 
tion that all Americans have for Terry. The 
President told Terry that people from all 
over our country have great respect for him 
and have expressed that in many ways over 
the years. He welcomed Terry home and 
wished him well in the days ahead. 

The President also said that he had just 
talked to Peggy Say, who has committed 
incredible time and energy to seeking 
Terry’s safe return. 

Terry had great praise for United Nations 
Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar and his 
personal representative, Mr. Picco. Terry 
was excited and upbeat about his return to 
freedom. 


Note: Giandomenico Picco is Assistant to 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
for Special Assignments. 
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Statement on the Release of American 
Hostages in Lebanon 


December 4, 1991 


I join Terry Anderson’s family and friends 
in their happiness for his return to freedom 
after six and a half years in captivity. Speak- 
ing to Peggy Say, Terry’s sister, this after- 
noon, I felt the joy and the tears that 
marked this occasion for her. Peggy and the 
families of the other hostages have known 
the tragedy and the loneliness of the cap- 
tives themselves over these many years. 
And similarly, all Americans have shared 
the emotional trauma associated with hos- 
tage taking, terrorist kidnapping, and the 
personal tragedies that each of these hos- 
tages has experienced. 

I remember meeting some of the hos- 
tages personally upon their return to Ger- 
many in those difficult hours immediately 
after their release. And all Americans have 
joined in the happiness exhibited by the 
hostages when they have returned to Amer- 
ica. Those feelings are etched in our con- 
sciousness forever. 

While the American hostages have now 
been released, we cannot say the ordeal is 
over. We call for the immediate, safe, and 
unconditional release of all those held out- 
side the legal system in the region, includ- 
ing the two remaining German hostages. 
There are also hostages who are believed to 
have died while in captivity. We call for a 
full accounting of all these individuals, in- 
cluding the return of their remains to their 
families and loved ones. Here I would 
single out Colonel Richard Higgins and Mr. 
William Buckley, two men who gave their 
lives for what they believed in. 

We are grateful to those whose efforts are 
making possible releases such as that of 
Terry Anderson today, and we wish them 
well as they continue those efforts. We 
thank particularly United Nations Secretary- 
General Perez de Cuellar and his personal 
representative, Mr. Picco. In addition, we 
thank the Governments of Iran, Syria, and 
Lebanon, for the role that each has played 
in the safe and unconditional release of 
these hostages held in Lebanon. This is a 
positive development which we welcome. 

We must dedicate ourselves to ensuring 
that hostage taking is not resumed. Indeed, 
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the time has come to eradicate all forms of 
terrorism in the region and the world. Leb- 
anon should once more become a place 
where people can travel and live their lives 
free of the fear of violence in all its forms. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
Nelson Mandela of South Africa 


December 5, 1991 


The President and Nelson Mandela, Presi- 
dent of the African National Congress, met 
for approximately 30 minutes in the Oval 
Office. They had a very good meeting, 
during which they discussed recent devel- 
opments in South Africa. The President said 
that the announcement that the Conven- 
tion for a Democratic South Africa would 
begin on December 20 is very promising 
news. He noted that South Africa’s political 
parties appear to be finding common 
ground and share many principles and ob- 
jectives. The President also emphasized that 
the South African economy will be a key 
factor in a successful transition to democra- 
cy and that a growing economy that can 
attract investment will be crucial in the 
months ahead. 


Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
United Nations Secretary-General-Elect 
Boutros Ghali 


December 5, 1991 


The President. We certainly wish you 
well, and we’re proud of the way you’ve 
been received by the General Assembly 
and the Security Council. And we wish you 
all the best in the future. And the U.N. is so 
much more relevant now given its leader- 
ship and whole peacekeeping and peace- 
making field. And I just think you're 
coming in at a most interesting time. The 
U.N. is very fortunate you are there. 

Secretary-General-Elect Ghali. 
you, Mr. President. 

Q. Mr. President, some of the figures out 
for the fourth quarter aren’t looking so 
great. 


Thank 
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The President. You missed what | said 
earlier. I know you did because I said we’re 
having a press conference at 2 p.m. Nice 
try though. [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 1:02 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 


The President’s News Conference 
December 5, 1991 


Appointments 


The President. Good afternoon. I first 
want to introduce my new team of advisers 
that will help lead the White House and the 
Presidential campaign in the months ahead. 
First, my new Chief of Staff for the White 
House will be Sam Skinner. As a member of 
our Cabinet, he’s demonstrated the leader- 
ship skills necessary to guide our staff, work 
with the Congress, coordinate my activities 
with the new campaign organization. And I 
know he’ll do an outstanding job for me 
and the country. 

The others with me today form the nucle- 
us of a political advisory group that I have 
worked with in the past. They are people— 
in my view, they’re the best—they are the 
people of talent and creativity and energy. 
And I expect to put every bit of that to use. 

Bob Mosbacher, an old friend who’s been 
at my side in campaigns for over 20 years, 
is best known here as the very able Secre- 
tary of Commerce. And he will be the gen- 
eral chairman of our campaign. 

Bob Teeter, who’s worked with me in the 
trenches for many years, will be the chair- 
man and chief political strategist with the 
overall authority and responsibility for the 
day-to-day operational decisions. 

Fred Malek, a very successful business- 
man ard political associate, will direct ad- 
ministrative functions as the campaign man- 
ager. 

Charlie Black, a friend and party spokes- 
man, will serve as the senior adviser on all 
aspects of the campaign effort. And in the 
last year Charlie has picked up many of the, 
relating to me, many of the things that Lee 
Atwater used to do, my old friend whom 
we miss. 

I’ve asked this team of campaign leaders 
to begin putting together an organization to 
begin the consultation process with the 





many supporters I’ve been privileged to 
have in the past and develop a campaign 
plan, an overall plan, that will guide my 
personal activities in the weeks and months 
ahead. 

And they’ll be working closely with the 
Vice President, Dan Quayle, several other 
close associates who will have key roles in 
the reelection effort, some of whom are 
here. Certain keys ones here with us today: 
Mary Matalin, over here; Rich Bond, back 
here; and my oldest son, George, who had a 
function in the last campaign. And of 
course, I will be looking to my old friend 
and the current chairman of the RNC, a 
former member of our Cabinet, Clayton 
Yeutter, for advice. 

And once—there he is back here—once 
this group has developed a plan for my 
review in January, I expect to make a 
formal announcement of my candidacy. 

The Chief of Staffs position, back to that 
for a minute, is a very personal one. And 
again, I want to thank John Sununu for his 
service to this administration, to me, and to 
the country. I tried to express, right from 


the bottom of my heart, how strongly I feel 
about him in a letter that I gave a little 
while ago. He’s a friend, and I’m glad that 
he’s agreed to stay on as a counselor, par- 
ticipating in our Cabinet until March first. 

Sam Skinner takes over as a firm right 
hand at a time when the Nation’s economy 


presents a difficult challenge. Economic 
growth is sluggish at best. And yes, people 
are out of work, and we need to get this 
country back on its feet, people back on the 
job. 

Right now we have a number of econom- 
ic forces that are at work to bring about a 
recovery. And we’ve taken steps to help 
those in need as quickly as possible, and in 
fact we’ve been accelerating a number of 
Government payments that will accelerate 
the spending of $9.7 billion into the econo- 
my during the first and second quarters of 
the fiscal year. This shot in the arm includes 
Government programs in agriculture, in 
housing, defense, transportation, commerce, 
and general services. 

These are programs for which funds have 
already been appropriated and where we 
can spend the money now instead of later 
while preserving the spirit and the integrity 
of the funding process. We’re also consider- 
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ing additional spending accelerations that 
may be possible. We cannot be complacent 
about people’s hardships. We have good 
proposals outstanding on which the Con- 
gress has yet to act. But clearly we must do 
more. 

And so I intend to propose a new pack- 
age of programs that will stimulate growth 
in the economy for both the short and the 
long terms. And we will announce them in 
the State of the Union Message. A good deal 
of my time and of our top advisers be- 
tween now and then will be spent finalizing 
this, talking to people, and indeed, I am 
anxious to see what ideas come out of the 
hearings up on the Hill this week and next 
week. 

So, thank you all very much. And to all of 
you, let me simply say I am getting fired up 
about all of this. I’m looking forward to it 
and looking forward to working with you. 


American Hostages 


Q. Mr. President, I’d like to ask you about 
the hostages. Now that all of the hostages 
are out, how will you redeem your pledge 
that good will begets good will? For exam- 
ple, is the United States any closer to restor- 
ing ties with Iran? 

The President. Not closer at this moment. 
I don’t consider the chapter closed because 
I think of Robin Higgins, a young Marine 
whose husband was apparently killed. And 
I'd like to see the remains of Colonel Hig- 
gins, who was serving under the U.N. 
banner, returned. I think of Mr. Buckley. 
I'd like to see his remains returned. And so 
the chapter, this ugly chapter, albeit nearly 
closed, is not closed. And so we'll wait and 
see when that is all finalized. However, yes- 
terday we did thank various countries for 
their role in it. We certainly thank the 
United Nations Secretary-General Cuellar 
and Mr. Picco for their active roles. I think 
we thanked Syria and Iran as well. 

Q. How about the hostage-takers, Mr. 
President? Do they get off scot-free or will 
the United States try to track them down as 
it has with other terrorists? 

The President. Well, I think everybody 
who violates international law should feel 
that they'll eventually be brought to justice. 
But I want to see this chapter closed before 
we go further along those lines. 
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Reelection and the Economy 


Q. Mr. President, why do you think the 
American public has lost so much confi- 
dence in you? And do you think—we’re as- 
suming you're going to run for reelection, 
that’s correct isn’t it? And do you think you 
could— {laughter}. 

The President. Why do you jump to con- 
clusions all the time? 

Q. Do you think you could get reelected 
unless this faith is restored and your polls 
go up again and the economy is turned 
around? 

The President. The answer to your two 
questions are “the economy” and “yes.” 
[Laughter] 

Q. Can you amplify? 

The President. No. No, look, when the 
economy goes down, the President takes 
the hits. There’s no question about that. 
And this economy is not going to stay down 
forever. And we’re going to do our level 
best to help people that are hurting. And 
I've not lived or died by polls. I said to 
Marlin and these guys in here before we 
came in, “Thank heavens I said, when polls 
were sky high, that I don’t believe in polls.” 
And I’m not going to dwell on polls. The 
main thing is to help the American people 
and try to solve the problems. 

But the answer to the first question is the 
economy. 

The answer to the second, you said, “If 
the economy is bad, can I get reelected?” 
And the answer is “yes.” 

Q. Why do you think you can? 

The President. Because I’m a good Presi- 
dent. 


John Sununu 


Q. Mr. President, Governor Sununu, in a 
couple of valedictory interviews and com- 
ments, has indicated that not only did the 
policies and courses of action that he chose 
reflect your wishes, but also the manner in 
which he went about that, whether pit bull 
or pussycat mo“e. Is that in fact the case, 
sir? 

The President. A Chief of Staff ends up 
absorbing a lot of the shots that are aimed 
at the President. I think everybody knows 
that, and certainly everybody in this room 
knows that. And we Bushes, and I say this 
as a family because I’ve talked to my kids 
about this, have been grateful to John for 
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his willingness to stand in the face of fire 
that is aimed directly at the President. Was 
there another part to that? 

Q. What I was really trying to get at, sir, 
is his indication that whatever he did both 
generally and specifically and the way he 
went about doing it, he did at your behest 
and with your knowledge and with your 
acceptance. Is that correct, sir? 

The President. Well, al! I know is that 
I’ve been very happy with him as Chief of 
Staff, and I think he’s done an outstanding 
job. Everybody has his own style. I think 
he’s conducted himself in a fine way; I 
really think that in an extraordinarily diffi- 
cult circumstance, I might add. I will repeat 
what I said: I think he’s demonstrated an 
awful lot of class in the way he’s handled 
this matter. 


The Economy 


Q. Mr. President, you said the economy 
was the reason for your current political 
problems. What is your reading of it at this 
point? The GNP revised figures for the 
third quarter showed a decline. Are we slid- 
ing back into recession at this point? 

The President. The GNP showed what? 

Q. The third quarter GNP figures were 
revised downward from 2.4 percent 

The President. There’s a whole complicat- 
ed way of refiguring GNP. Please do not 
give me a quiz on it because it is an ex- 
traordinarily complex formulation. I won’t 
do this to the Secretary of Commerce, but 
perhaps he could explain it. But neverthe- 
less, there was growth: It was extraordinari- 
ly sluggish; it wasn’t good enough. And so I 
think there are some reasonably good signs. 
And I cite inflation. And I cite the fact that 
interest rates are low enough so that when 
this recovery starts it could be very, very 
good. The inventories are low, and we’ve 
been able to cap a lot of the otherwise wild 
discretionary spending that would have 
been inflicted upon the taxpayer. 

So, there’s some economic forces at work 
that are positive. Having said that, there’s 
no question that this economy is sluggish at 
best. And we want to see it turn around. I 
hope these steps today might have some 
effect on it. I’m looking forward to signing 
the transportation bill, job-intensive. I will 
urge the Governors to get those funds out 
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into the mix as soon as possible, out into the 
field. 

And so we’ll just have to see how we go 
from here. But there are certain economic 
factors in effect, certain things we’re doing 
to try to help people that I think will make 
a difference. 


Tax Cuts 


Q. In the economic package that you will 
unveil in your State of the Union Address, 
what do you have in mind beyond the cap- 
ital gains tax reduction and other steps 
you've proposed? 

The President. 1 will not have anything to 
say about the specifics of that until I give 
the address. 

Q. Without going into the specifics, sir, do 
you think the middle class deserves a tax 
cut? 

The President. Listen, I think every 
American deserves to pay less taxes. 

Q. Do you think, though, that the need is 
such that that is an area where you would 
consider breaking the budget agreement in 
order to provide middle-income tax relief? 

The President. | don’t want interest rates 
to go sky-high. I noticed that when one pro- 
posal was proposed, long-term interest 
rates, just on the proposal, went out 
through the roof. So, whatever we do has 
got to be economically sound. But if your 
answer is, do I think the middle class are 
paying a very heavy tax burden, the answer 
to the question is “absolutely.” 

Q. It’s a question of balancing 
two—— 

The President. Yes, it is, exactly. 

Q. So the question is 

The President. It is totally that. 

Q. Is tax relief for the middle class less 
important than maintaining this budget 
agreement which hasn’t kept the deficit 
down? 

The President. 1 don’t think it’s that. I 
don’t think that’s the choice. 


Timing of Action on the Economy 


Q. Down in Mississippi the other day, you 
indicated you were going to hold off until 
you got the fourth quarter economic statis- 
tics to see just how bad things were before 
deciding on what to do. You probably won’t 
get those statistics until you come back 
from Asia in January, right—maybe the 


the 


middle of January? Does that mean you 
really aren’t going to make up your mind 
until, say, mid-January? 

The President. No, we’re going forward, 
John [John Cochran, NBC News], right now 
with some very active planning, active con- 
sultation with business groups, with labor, 
with others. I just had a good talk down 
there with some of the labor guys, as a 
matter of fact, at Tropicana, and workers in 
the plant. I can learn from that kind of 
thing. But we’re not going to hold back 
awaiting a release of figures before we for- 
mulate a plan. 

Now, whether it requires fine-tuning be- 
tween that period of time and the time of 
the State of the Union, that’s something Ill 
have to wait and see. 

Q. But basically are you really saying 
you'll decide whether to take drastic action 
in the third or fourth week of January? 

The President. No, m_ waiting—I’m 
saying what we’re doing is, we’ve got a lot 
of economic growth elements out there 
right now that make sense. And now we 
want to build on that, work with the eco- 
nomic leaders whose advice I respect and 
get a package which I will take directly to 
the American people, over the heads of the 
subcommittees in the Congress, and say, 
“Please support us in helping this econo- 
my.” For 3 straight years, I have had eco- 
nomic growth proposals put before the 
Congress. And for 3 straight years, the ideas 
we’ve put forward have not been enacted 
by Congress. Now, I think there is enough 
urgency out there that I think this could 
well be the catalytic event that leads to 
action. And so, that’s the way we're ap- 
proaching it. But many of the ingredients— 
I know already what I want involved. 


Conservative Presidential Candidates 


Q. Mr. President, you face not only the 
Democrats next November but a challenge, 
particularly from the conservative right of 
your party—Pat Buchanan, David Duke, 
and a lot of conservatives who seem to be 
unhappy with you. What do you and this 
team have to do in the weeks and months 
ahead to respond to that challenge? 

The President. Get our message out. Help 
turn this economy around. Help people. 
And get our record through a very active 
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campaign organization out to the American 
people. The playing field has had a handful 
of people out there who don’t think, don’t 
see things the way I do, this campaign field. 
And they’ve been dominating because 
there has been nobody out there shooting 
back. Now we’ve got some people to say 
here’s the way, here’s what the truth is, and 
take this case in 50 States to the American 
people. 

So I think that will help get the truth out 
there, and then I'll be doing my best to do 
the same. 

Q. Why is it, do you think, that you’ve let 
the conservatives down? 

The President. I don’t think I have, to be 
very candid with you. 

Q. Well, they seem to think—— 

The President. Well, maybe they do. 
Maybe they believe what some Democrats 
say, for example, on some of these issues. I 
don’t agree with that. See, I don’t—I refer 
to some of the experts here. There is a 
handful of people out there that are critical, 
but that’s—you’d expect that. But I don’t 
feel there is a major problem with conserv- 
atives. I think of myself as conservative. I 
think when we have family-oriented legisla- 
tion, like our child care, it’s good. I think 
it’s sound, strong, forward-looking conserva- 
tive legislation. I think the same thing is 
true in other areas. So choice in education 
is a good example. Our education 2000 
doesn’t rely on a big bureaucracy in Wash- 
ington. This is sound, forward-looking, you 
might say in this instance, revolutionary 
conservative legislation that we’re propos- 
ing and certainly a conservative approach 
to education because it will work. 

And so I can go right down the fields. I 
think our approach to clean air had that 
same thing, getting the market forces in- 
volved. 

So, I don’t agree that because some 
people jump up on one side or another of 
the spectrum that this means there’s an 
enormous problem out there. If there is, 
though, I want to work to correct it. 


Health Care 


Q. Mr. President, a question on another 
issue, health care. Let me put it to you this 
way, sir. Do you see any Federal role— 
rather, any role for the Federal Govern- 
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ment as a guarantor of last resort for health 
care? 

The President. 1 think there is a role for 
the Federal Government in health care, 
and it’s one of the largest spending items in 
the Federal budget. So, the answer to your 
question is yes. 

Q. Could you be a little more specific, sir? 

The President. No. We're going to be, 
though, later on. 


"92 Presidential Election 


Q. Mr. President, there is a lot said about 
the negativity and ugliness of the 1988 cam- 
paign. And now that you're facing challeng- 
ers on the right as well as on the left with 
the Democrats, some of your own strate- 
gists have predicted that the 92 campaign 
will be by far uglier, especially with the 
racial issue. Is this what you’re expecting, 
sir? 

The President. 1 hope not. I’ve noticed a 
little ugliness coming our way already in 
the primaries out there, but this doesn’t 
bother me too much. 

Q. What about your own role in terms of 
how you plan to conduct your campaign? 

The President. Well, we’ve got some good 
advisers here. Advisers are there to advise, 
so we'll wait and see what they recom- 
mend. It’s a little early for that. 

Q. Well, hasn’t the race issue already 
come up, sir? 

The President. Well, if you’d like me to 
elaborate, ask a question on that, and I'll try 
to be more specific for you. 


David Duke 


Q. Well, I’m just wondering since there’s 
one candidate, Duke, who’s already making 
race an issue and since he’s positioned to 
take votes away from you, how you plan to 
handle this? 

The President. In the first place, I’m not 
sure. I haven’t analyzed it enough to know 
where David Duke takes votes away from. 
When you look across the spectrum in Lou- 
isiana and who voted for what candidates 
before and what parishes the votes came 
from, and, you know, we'll wait and see on 
that. But I think—I don’t care whether it’s 
good politics or not, I condemn bigotry, and 
I condemn racism. And this man is 2 racist, 
and he is a bigot. I don’t believe that costs 





votes anywhere for me to take that position 
in opposition to an extreme. 

We've got a good record on civil rights, 
and yet it is not one that can be con- 
demned by thoughtful-thinking conserv- 
atives because we avoided the trap, the pit- 
fall of quotas, for examples, in our legisla- 
tion. And yet I hear some on the left trying 
to make me a racist because I stand up 
against quotas. Well, that’s absolutely ridicu- 
lous. So, just take the fact, take your case 
out there and make it factually, point to a 
record that I’m proud of in this area and 
then denounce bigotry and racism, and let 
the chips fall where they may. 


Electoral Themes 


Q. Mr. President, a number of Democrats 
and other critics are coming up with a 
charge about your administration being the 
status quo administration. President Reagan 
ran on the notion that you were “the 
change” some time ago. I wonder how that 
theme would work this time and how you 
would address the point of, say, you’re a 
status quo President who’s not interested in 
change anymore? 

The President. 1 think you have to just 
look around the world and see that there’s 
been an awful lot of change. And I think 
there’s going to be a lot of change in this 
country, and I want to lead in the forefront 
for competitiveness through education. I 
don’t know whether you consider it change 
or not, but we want to win this war against 
drugs. And we’ve made a good start. We’ve 
got a lot of social issues out there upon 
which I think the American people agree 
with me. And so I would like to, if we had 
gotten our programs through, I think we 
would see a lot more change right now. 
And we'll continue to work for that. 

So I don’t view this as status quo and I 
think you can start by looking around the 
world. 


Government’s Role in Economic Recovery 


Q. Mr. President, Democrats have been 
criticizing you for not acting on the econo- 
my. I'd like to ask your core belief on this, 
leaving aside the question of whether or not 
you can help stimulate the economy by 
your growth package, whether or not you 
believe that Government intervention is 


Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Dec. 5 


necessary to help the economy recover at 
this—— 

The President. Some Government help is 
necessary. The passing of sound legislation 
is necessary; that’s Government interven- 
tion. And the Government takes out from 
the taxpayers’ wallet. And I'd like to see the 
Government now, through some fundamen- 
tal reforms, create more, help create more 
jobs. That’s done in the private sector—but 
help create more jobs by lifting the burden 
from some of these people and by having 
forward-looking growth policies in effect. 


Timing of Action on the Economy 


Q. If you feel that way, sir, then why do 
you feel you can wait until the end of Janu- 
ary to propose things that probably won’t 
even be passed for several months after 
thatP 

The President. I don’t think it’s a question 
of proposing, I think it’s a question of get- 
ting it done. Congress is not in session. 
We've tried very hard when Congress was 
in session. And I think the way to do it now 
is to go forward and get this package I’m 
talking about together and move forward. 
And that’s exactly what we plan to do. 

Q. The Democrats say they will come 
back. 

The President. 1 know what the Demo- 
crats say, but they’re not responsible for 
anything except criticizing the President. 
They control both Houses of the Congress. 
If they felt so strongly why didn’t they pass 
something over the past 3 years? I have had 
economic growth programs before Congress 
3 years in a row, and they have not acted 
on them. And so that’s my reply to this 
negative criticism from those who control 
the United States Congress. 

But the people, I think, are getting less 
interested in that. I think they want some- 
thing done. I don’t think they care whether 
it’s the President or the Congress. They say, 
look, enough of this Washington stuff, let’s 
get something done. And that’s why I say, 
all right, I'm going to try again. I’m going 
to put this all in a package, and it’s going to 
be a very good one. And yes, some of the 
ingredients will be the same as ones we’ve 
proposed, and there will be new things in 
it. And take it right to the American people 
and say to Congress now, look, let’s just get 
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this done fast and then you can keep on 
attacking me, and you can bet your neck I'll 
be out there attacking you. 

But the American people deserve this 
kind of approach. But if they hear every 
single night some Democratic leader up 
there just trying to assign blame, they get a 
little discouraged by the system itself. 


Hispanic Voters 


Q. Mr. President, the majority of the His- 
panics are Democrats, and they have been 
beaten very badly by the economy. What is 
your message to them? How are you going 
to capture their votes? 

The President. My message to them is 
better education. My message, and we’ve 
got a great program that will help minority 
education in this country. My message to 
them is let’s pass the Mexican free trade 
agreement, North American Free Trade 


Agreement. That, I believe, would create 
jobs that would benefit these minorities and 
also instill a certain sense of cultural pride, 
because we are not going to forget our 
neighbors to the south, and help in many, 


many ways. And so I think they have been, 
a lot of the Hispanic voters in this country 
have been captured and taken for granted 
by a party that’s done very little for them. 
And now I think the time has come to try 
the Republican side. 


Personal Contacts with Unemployed 
Individuals 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve been talking 
with people who are out of work, people 
whose stories you’ve read in the paper, 
people who have written you. Tell us what 
you told them. Is it true that you have 
found jobs for some? And what have you 
learned—— 

The President. No, Marlin handled that 
very well yesterday—{/laughter|—I thought 
because I am not going to go into com- 
menting—it’s one little vestige of privacy I 
have. And I don’t want to take advantage of 
what people tell me. And if I decide to, 
I'li—the letter will be released, and you'll 
all know the name. But I don’t plan to do 
that. 

Q. I ask not for their names, sir 

The President. Yes, | understand. But I’ve 
just—— 

Q. I ask what you’ve learned from them. 
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The President. Oh, what I’ve learned 
from them. 

Q. And have you found jobs for some of 
them? 

The President. 
people are hurting. 

And I hope so. I hope so. 

Q. You hope that you’ve found jobs—— 


Chief of Staff Skinner 


Q. Can you tell us what orders you’ve 
given to Sam Skinner; what changes you 
want to see in the operation of the White 
House? 

The President. No. I don’t think—well, 
Sam and I had a long talk last night. He’s 
going to visit with John. He’s going to talk 
to other Chiefs of Staff, and then before he 
actually takes over a week from Monday I'll 
have a chance to visit with him in more 


Learned that a lot of 


John Sununu 


Q. And also, sir, can you explain what— 
how John Sununu lost faith with you. What 
changed there—that relationship? 

The President. That’s all been explained 
ad nauseam, and let’s shift gears now and 
go forward. And once again, I compliment 
John Sununu for the way he’s handled all 
this. 

Q. Mr. President, would you encourage 
Republicans—— 

The President. Two more after this. Okay, 
is that a deal, Marlin? Is that fair? 

Q. No. 

The President. Will it be said that we’ve 
exhausted our welcome? 

Q. Never. 

The President. Cragg [Cragg Hines, Hous- 
ton Chronicle], and Ellen [Ellen Warren, 
Knight Ridder], and then I’ve got to go. 


David Duke 


Q. Mr. President, would you encourage 
Republican Party officials around the coun- 
try to work at keeping David Duke off the 
ballots in their States and out of the con- 
vention as a delegate? 

The President. Yes, 'd encourage any- 
thing to help David Duke go away. His 
message of bigotry and his racism is bad. 
It’s bad for this country—transcends poli- 
tics. And it’s so thinly veiled as to be really 
deeply ugly. And so I don’t know what— 
individuals have their rights in this country. 





I guess we’d have to allege that he has a 
right to get out and speak as he does. But I 
have every right to condemn it, and, to the 
degree I have anything to say about the 
machinery of the Republican Party, I will 
see that it is fairly used to negate the influ- 
ence of somebody who brings this kind of 
racial and bigotry, race prejudice and bigot- 
ry to the political scene. 

Q. And would extend to keeping him 
from being a delegate? 

The President. Well, | don’t—again, you 
know I want to be very careful. People 
have rights. I don’t know how that all works 
in what individual State. But if you get the 
idea here I’m unenthusiastic about the man, 
why that’s because it’s bad. It’s bad for our 
country. There’s too much ugliness as it is. 
And I think that we’ve just got to denounce 
it at every turn. 

Ellen and then Cragg Hines and then I 
really do have to run. 


Campaign Issues 


Q. Mr. President, one of your successors 
very effectively used the question in the 
campaign, “Are you better off today than 
you were 4 years ago?” Sir, are you willing 
to run on that question? 

The President. 'm ready to run on a 
wide array of questions. And I hope that by 
the time this election is held, and I’m quite 
confident by the time this election is held, 
this economy will be much, much better. 
And in many ways I could answer that af- 
firmatively right now because of world 
peace and because of a lot of things. But in 
terms of—while this economy is down, 
we've got to all work to get it back, to get 
people back to work. 

And for the person, I keep repeating it, 
for the person out of work, unemployment 
is 100 percent. So, we keep changing it. But 
I’m prepared to take my whole record to 
the American people. And I believe that 
the American people will support me. And 
I will work hard to earn their support. And 
part of the way I will continue to work hard 
is to try to help those who are hurting out 
there. And in the meantime, we’re going to 
try to push for these forward-looking pro- 
grams on competitiveness, on education, on 
anti-narcotics and whatever else the field is. 
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Prospects for Reelection 


Q. And so, sir, when your opponents ask 
that question, do you expect the American 
people to respond affirmatively? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Even though polls show right now that 
the vast majority of people believe we’re 
going in the wrong direction? 

The President. Well, I think they do be- 
cause of the economic situation. But I 
want—by the time this campaign is through 
and by the time the economy improves 
when I get through some of the things I 
want—and I’m confident I will—not only 
will that be—they’d be able to ask that, 
answer affirmatively there in that regard, 
but clearly they'll be able to answer affirm- 
atively in that regard in terms of whether 
they wake up worrying about nuclear weap- 
ons and all of these kinds of things. 

So one looks at the whole record. And 
right now, I can understand people saying 
that. But this campaign hasn’t started. You 
listen, you turn on the television every 
night, and you get three minutes of gloom 
and doom out of people to open the news 
every single night. And that turns around, 
things are a little more cheerful, and people 
begin to get the feeling that things are 
moving in the economy, that’s going to 
change. And I want to be sure it changes, 
and that means I’m going to continue to 
work to get the best kind of economic 
growth package I can based on sound eco- 
nomics through this Congress that up until 
now has been highly partisan. 

But I don’t think they will be. I think 
when they go home for a couple of weeks 
now, several weeks, I think they'll come 
back saying, “Hey, we’ve got to do some- 
thing.” Less posturing. Let’s get something 
done for this country. 

Cragg, and then I do go. 


Conservative Presidential Candidates 


Q. Mr. President, two questions about 
your challengers in the Republican Party. 
Number one, do you want Pat Buchanan in 
the same bag with David Duke? And 
number two, even if they get delegates, will 
you work to deny them any role at the 
Republican National Convention, including 
television time? 
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The President. | don’t put them in the 
same category at all. 

Q. How do you separate them? [Laugh- 
ter] 

The President. { don’t think Pat Buchan- 
an is a bigot. And I don’t think Pat Buchan- 
an is a racist. 

Q. But he still doesn’t represent a strong 
challenge to you? 

The President. Well, \et’s wait and let the 
voters decide all that, Cragg. 

Q. And on the question on the national 
convention—— 

The President. What was that one? 

Q. If they have delegates, either one of 
them have delegates, would you work to 
deny them a role, including, say, national 
television time? 

The President. No. I think you’ve got to 
be fair. I believe in fair play, and that’s too 
hypothetical because I don’t want that to 
happen. I'd like to have all the delegates. 

Q. You could envision David Duke ap- 
pearing at the Republican National Conven- 
tion? 

The President. 1 envision even somebody 
as obnoxious as that having certain rights. 
And I’m determined that whatever, people 
have certain rights. He would not be well- 
received at the Republican convention, I 
can tell you that. And I don’t know what 
the rules are, but we will play by the rules. 
And I hope there’s something in the rules 
that would make his participation limited at 
best. 

Q. So you would not rule out David Duke 
appearing at the Republican National Con- 
vention? 

The President. 1 what? 

Q. You would not rule out David Duke 
appearing at the Republican National Con- 
vention? 

The President. Cragg, | don’t know what 
the ground rules are. You’re going to have 
all kinds of weird groups down there at the 
Republican convention—{laughter|—and 
they'll adjust then to the Democratic con- 
vention. [Laughter] They travel. They’re 
convention-goers. [Laughter] I can’t speak 
for all these crazy people that show up. 

Q. Inside or outside? 

The President. They'll be swarming all 
around the outside, I'll guarantee you. But 
you've got certain ground rules. You play 
by the ground rules. And we’re not going to 
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deny a person a fundamental right. I don’t 
know what that right is, but there are rules 
that apply to delegates. And I can’t frankly 
conceive of any Republican State—any 
State Republican delegation at a convention 
wanting David Duke to have anything to do 
with the process. I just can’t see it. So, I 
hope that’s the way it will work out. Having 
said that, a person is entitled, no matter 
how obnoxious, to certain standing. And 
we'll just see how it goes. But I will now 
rush out and talk to Clayton Yeutter to see 
what the rules are on this. 


The Soviet Union 


Q. Foreign policy. 

The President. Foreign policy? Wait a 
minute, I didn’t come here to talk about 
foreign policy. Just a minute, I don’t want 
to—what is it? 

Q. Does the Soviet Union still exist in 
your mind? And if so, in its current state, 
how do you deal with it? 

The President. The Soviet Union certainly 
still exists, and this is all in the throes of 
evolution now. The process is evolving, and 
you see an overwhelming vote for inde- 
pendence on the part of Ukraine. You see 
the reforms going forward in Russia. You 
see Gorbachev in the center committed to 
reform. And we are working with who’s 
there to facilitate the peaceful evolution 
here. And I say peaceful because you’ve got 
some big problems of weapons and destruc- 
tion of nuclear weapons and things that are 
very, very important. So, we're going to 
stay engaged and deal with what’s there. 

So, it’s changing, and nobody can predict 
with any degree of accuracy where it’s all 
going to be the day after tomorrow. 

Thank you all. 


Note: The President’s 112th news conference 
began at 2:02 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. During the news confer- 
ence, the following persons were referred to: 
Patrick J. Buchanan, columnist and televi- 
sion commentator; David Duke, newly de- 
clared candidate for the Republican Presi- 
dential nomination; Robin Higgins, whose 
husband, Col. William R. Higgins, died while 
held hostage in Beirut, Lebanon; and Wil- 
liam Buckley, who also died as a hostage in 
Beirut. 
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Proclamation 6389—To Amend the 
Generalized System of Preferences 


December 5, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. Pursuant to section 504(a\1) of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the 1974 
Act) (19 U.S.C. 2464(a\1), and having con- 
sidered the factors set forth in sections 501 
and 502(c) of the 1974 Act, I have deter- 
mined that it is appropriate to suspend the 
application of duty-free treatment accorded 
to articles of Yugoslavia under the General- 
ized System of Preferences (GSP). 


2. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2483) authorizes the President to embody 
in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States (HTS) the substance of the 
provisions of that Act, and of other Acts 
affecting import treatment, and actions 
thereunder. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including but not limited 
to Title V and section 604 of the 1974 Act, 
do proclaim that: 


(1) General note 3(c\iiXA) to the HTS, 
listing those countries whose products are 
eligible for benefits of the GSP, is modified 
by deleting “Yugoslavia” in the enumera- 
tion of independent countries. 


(2) Any provisions of previous proclama- 
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with 
the provisions of this proclamation are 
hereby superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 


(3) The amendment made by this procla- 
mation shall be effective with respect to 
articles both: (i) imported on or after Janu- 
ary 1, 1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn 
from warehouse for consumption, on or 
after 15 days after the date of publication of 
this proclamation in the Federal Register. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of December, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 


ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 

George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:05 a.m., December 6, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on December 
6, and it was published in the Federal Reg- 
ister on December 9. 


Statement on Signing the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Years 1992 and 1993 


December 5, 1991 


Today I have signed into law H.R. 2100, 
the “National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Years 1992 and 1993,” notwith- 
standing the reservations that I have re- 
garding certain of its provisions. H.R. 2100 
authorizes appropriations that provide for a 
national defense sufficient to meet foreseea- 
ble threats to the national security. It con- 
forms to the Bipartisan Budget Agreement 
and generally supports the Administration’s 
major defense priorities, including key ele- 
ments of the Strategic Defense Initiative. 

Several provisions raise serious constitu- 
tional issues. I am particularly concerned 
about a provision that derogates from the 
President’s authority under the Constitution 
to conduct U.S. foreign policy. Section 1046 
purports to require the President to begin 
negotiations with specified foreign nations 
to enter into agreements regarding defense 
cost-sharing. Consistent with my responsi- 
bility under the Constitution for the con- 
duct of such negotiations, I will construe 
that provision to be precatory rather than 
mandatory. Section 1046 also purports to 
require that I report to the Congress con- 
cerning any such negotiations. I sign this 
bill with the understanding that this provi- 
sion does not require the reporting of the 
details of diplomatic negotiations with for- 
eign nations or other privileged information 
or detract from my constitutional authority 
to protect sensitive national security infor- 
mation. 
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Section 153 purports to restrict deploy- 
ment and redeployment of certain intercon- 
tinental ballistic missiles. Section 2851 un- 
dermines arrangements with our NATO 
allies to establish facilities and deploy forces 
at Crotone, Italy. Section 1042 purports to 
impose a limit on the number of military 
personnel stationed in Europe. While I will 
respect the intent of these and similar pro- 
visions as far as possible, I sign the bill with 
the understanding that such provisions do 
not constrain my constitutional authority to 
deploy military resources to safeguard the 
security of the Nation. 

Section 213 purports to restrict the au- 
thority of the Secretary of Defense to classi- 
fy certain information regarding the A-+X) 
aircraft, and various other provisions of the 
Act require that specified reports or infor- 
mation be provided to the Congress. I shall 
construe all these provisions consistent with 
my constitutional authority to protect infor- 
mation that is privileged or that bears on 
the national security. 

Sections 921 and 922 could be construed 
to restrict the flexibility of the Secretary of 
Defense to direct the management of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, to dictate 
how intelligence information is to be proc- 
essed, and to require intra-government con- 
sultations prior to nomination of officials to 
head the Defense Intelligence Agency and 
the National Security Agency. These are un- 
needed and constitutionally questionable in- 
trusions into the management of the execu- 
tive branch. I will construe these provisions 
consistent with the Constitution. 

George Bush 
The White House, 
December 5, 1991. 


Note: This statement was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on December 
6. 


Exchange With Reporters on the South 
wn 


December 6, 1991 


Pearl Harbor 


The President. | do want to say that I’m 
looking forward to going to Pearl Harbor. I 
think for me and a lot of other Americans 
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of my generation this is a very emotional 
time. And this will be a very emotional day 
tomorrow. But I also approach it as a day of 
healing, appropriately honoring those who 
died at Pearl Harbor and those who were 
killed in World War II after Pearl Harbor. 

But also what I want to do is put the 
focus on the fact that yesterday’s enemies in 
Europe and in Asia are now our friends. 
And a lot of healing has taken place. I take 
great pride in the fact that the United 
States reached out the minute the war was 
over to both Japan and Germany. 

So, in terms of my emphasis I’ll be honor- 
ing those who made this era of peace possi- 
ble. And it was that big of an event. But 
also trying to keep the country’s focus on 
the fact that those former enemies are now 
friends. And we’re working with them 
under a democratic system to make this 
world better. And really in terms of the 
economic side of things to work together 
for an increased global economy, a bigger 
global economy which will serve the needs 
of all people including workers in this coun- 
try and in Japan and in Germany. 

So it’s an exciting time. As I say, in a 
sense for me it will be emotional because 
like a lot of those veterans out there I lost 
friends, my roommates, two roommates 
killed in action off our carrier. And yet, I go 
there with no rancor but with the wonder- 
ful feeling that things have moved dramati- 
cally forward in a very positive way. So, this 
is what this trip is about, and we’ll be back 
here early Sunday morning. 


Internment of Japanese-Americans 


Q. Will you at Pearl Harbor be apologiz- 
ing in any way for the U.S. internment of 
Japanese-American citizens who were—— 

The President. 1 will acknowledge that as 
an era of a tragic thing, loyal Americans put 
into camps because of race. Congress took 
appropriate action last year. But yes, I will 
point out that was one of, on our side, one 
of the tragic things that happened. And, of 
course, it will never happen again but it 
was a not a very—it was a very shameful 
chapter in an otherwise glorious achieve- 
ment, you might say. The total victory over 
imperialism and totalitarianism. 

Q. Mr. President do you think Japan 
should apologize for—— 
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Unemployment 


Q. Mr. President, the unemployment fig- 
ures are up again do you think something 
should be—— 

The President. No, 1 thought I saw that 
the unemployment numbers were about 
the same. 

Q. Well, according to the morning shows 
the number of new people that signed up 
for unemployment—— 

The President. Yes, but what I’m talking 
about is what we always go by which is the 
unemployment total numbers. And the 
economy is far too slow, but a lot of news 
media yesterday were predicting an in- 
crease in unemployment. And to me it 
looked like it was 6.8 which is too high. And 
I think we ought to put the focus on that 
and try to at least, you know, report it as it 
is. I think that’s what it said, and I’m glad 
because I think many were predicting—— 

Q. Seven. 

The President.—raising—seven or some- 
thing like that. So, please, don’t go into 
these little details. Let’s look at the big pic- 
ture is what I’m trying to do. 


Timing of Action on the Economy 


Q. My question is whether or not you 
should, can we wait until the State of the 
Union for you to unveil your new economic 
planP 

The President. Well, we’ve already put 
into effect $9.7, accelerated $9.7 billion 
worth of spending yesterday. Nobody can 
wait in terms of the hardship of somebody 
that’s unemployed. But you want to be able 
that when you do something, to get it done 
through Congress in a way that doesn’t set 
things back and moves the employment fig- 
ures up and the unemployment figures 
down. And I want to keep interest rates 
reasonably well. 

So these hearings will help us. I talked to 
Rostenkowski this morning. I thought 
Darman, Brady and Boskin did a good job 
yesterday. There may be other things. 
We're looking all the time for things we can 
do before we get Congress back here to 
take a major step forward but I think we 
can do that. 

Q. Can you absolutely rule out seeking to 
break the budget agreement? 


The President. | would leave the testimo- 
ny the way it was yesterday. It was handled 
beautifully by our people. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:41 a.m. prior 
to his departure for Ontario, CA. In his 
remarks, the President referred to Dan Ros- 
tenkowski, Chairman of the House Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means; Richard Darman, 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget; Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady; and Michael Boskin, Chairman of the 
President’s Council of Economic Advisers. 


Remarks to Mag Instrument 
Employees in Ontario, California 
December 6, 1991 


Well, thank you, Tony and Claire, and 
thank all of you for the tour we just went 
on. It’s nice to see both Tony and Claire. I 
saw them a couple of weeks ago back in 
Washington. The Maglicas are doing a great 
job. And I also am pleased to see Senator 
Seymour, one of California’s two Senators 
with us here today, sitting up here with me. 

And we brought another person along, 
but I don’t see her—Pat Saiki over here, 
who is with me on our way out to Pearl 
Harbor. And she is the head of the Small 
Business Administration back in Washing- 
ton. Pat, welcome. 

There was a bit of confusion on the way 
in today. I arrived at the factory; one of my 
aides handed me a beer. And I said to 
them, “Look, I said I wanted a Maglite.” 
[Laughter] 

I got to know Tony and Claire during the 
inauguration, when they sent 40,000 Points 
of Light, these mini-Maglites that you all 
make, as symbolic, what we call Points of 
Light, to demonstrate their faith in the 
power volunteers have to build a better 
America. And Mag Instrument represents 
the spirit of enterprise, the devotion to 
quality, the principle of hands-on leadership 
that will carry us into the next American 
century. Let me tell you why. 

Tony Maglica’s story, in essence, is the 
story of the American dream. A tale of op- 
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portunity that began in a Los Angeles 
garage in 1955. And later, in his job shop, 
he invented a superior quality flashlight for 
use by police and firemen whose lives 
might depend on the quality of the light. 
Let me add, in fact, Mag Instrument 
showed its ongoing commitment to these 
heroes with very generous support for the 
National Law Enforcement Memorial, 
which we dedicated in October. 

Over the last 10 years, your company has 
led the way for American competitiveness 
and excellence, growing from that small 
shop I talked about, to one of the largest 
flashlight manufacturers in the entire 
world. 

Mag Instrument products are made in 
America, made with American parts, and 
they’re made by the best. They’re made by 
American workers. And the commitment to 
American quality, from raw materials to 
design to production, has put your compa- 
ny, has put Mag Instrument right up at the 
top. And that’s what will put our country 
right up at the top, too. 

Tony is living proof, when the fight is 
fair, American manufacturers can outpro- 
duce, outsell and outcompete any other 
nation on Earth. 

And that’s why we’re striving hard in the 
administration to open foreign markets to 
American goods and services, to continue 
solid, job-creating export growth. We want 
companies to follow Mag Instrument’s lead 
in building export business. Their exports 
comprised over a quarter of their total sales 
this year. And that’s good business, because 
last year alone total gross exports accounted 
for virtually all of this Nation’s economic 
growth. 

We want to keep inflation low, interest 
rates down, productivity high so that Amer- 
ican business can stay competitive. And to 
do it we've proposed initiatives to cut 
senseless Government regulation, to im- 
prove education. And Barbara’s working 
very hard in her way on helping people 
learn to read, improve education, improve 
job training. And here’s one Tony will like: 
Reform our civil justice system so that em- 
ployers can stay on the factory floors and 
out of the courtrooms. And we’re going to 
continue to work on that one, too. I won’t 
tell you the figure Tony told me that he 
had to spend in protecting patent rights of 
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the products that you all develop here, but 
it is mind-boggling. 

All of this is part of our strategy then for 
long-term economic growth in this country, 
particularly as it relates to exports, a strate- 
gy I laid out from day one of my Presiden- 
cy. Since then, frankly, I’ve called on the 
Congress to act on our capital gains tax cut 
to stimulate investment. But more impor- 
tant, it would stimulate job creation all 
across the State of California. And we need 
more jobs in the State of California. I’ve 
called on Congress to act on our R&D tax 
credit, to create new technologies and new 
jobs; to act on IRA’s, these retirement ac- 
counts, you know, for first-time homebuy- 
ers. That would stimulate the housing 
market. And to enact banking reform legis- 
lation to make our banks more competitive 
and to make that capital flow to entrepre- 
neurs like Tony that have created so many 
jobs right here. 

People are hurting. And I hear it from 
just plain everyday Americans, and the let- 
ters I read back in Washington, conversa- 
tions on the shop floor im places like this 
and just before this, down in Florida and 
over in the State of Mississippi. 

And while Congress is home for the holi- 
days, I hope that they’re getting the mes- 
sage, too. Then, when they come back in 
January, what I plan to do is to ask them to 
put politics aside—it’s going to be an elec- 
tion year—but lay the politics aside just 
long enough to take some important steps 
to get this economy on the move again. 

And I’m going to hold out my hand, 
extend it; I promise you that. And that’s 
because I believe we can create more hope 
for the future. We can build greater pros- 
perity. We can bring the American dream 
to life for all Americans. You give America 
the tools, and they’ll get the job done. And 
you give me a Congress I can work with 
and more businessmen like Tony and Claire 
here, more companies like this one in 
America, and we all together will get the 
job done. 

So I really wanted to come by and learn, 
and I have. I’ve watched how this all works 
in there. I’ve heard the enthusiasm of Tony 
Maglica. It’s contagious. It’s an infectious 
feeling. He says anybody can get this job 
done, and I believe we can. I am absolutely 
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confident that things are going to be better, 
and I’m going to keep right on working 
hard in Washington and then when Con- 
gress comes back, to do my part. 

Thank you for a very inspiring day. And 
you might be interested in this. Barbara 
and I, when we leave here, we go to a 
lunch downtown, a Kiwanis lunch, and then 
we're heading out to Pearl Harbor for the 
commemoration of Pearl Harbor Day, 
which will be tomorrow—turning point 
really in terms of peace and freedom in the 
world; certainly a memorable time in the 
history of our great country. But as I con- 
clude, I think it’s also a blessing that it looks 
like, because of the leadership of the United 
States of America, your kids and our grand- 
kids can grow up in a much more peaceful 
world. And that’s something to say our 
thanks to God for. 

Thank you all and God bless our country. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. 


Remarks to the Kiwanis and Rotary 
Clubs in Ontario, California 


December 6, 1991 


Thank you, Nancy DeDeimar, and thank 
you for that introduction and thank you for 
indulgence of all the detail that has to go 
into a visit of this nature. But I am delight- 
ed to be with you all here. 

I’ve been to several Kiwanis events over 
quite a few years, so as an outsider, let me 
start by saying: I’m George Bush, from 
Washington, DC, President of the United 
States of America. 

And Nancy graciously introduced my 
friend, our Senator, Senator Seymour, who 
is with us today. And she also introduced 
Pat Saiki. Pat is now the head of the SBA, 
the Small Business Administration, was a 
Member of Congress and now the head of 
SBA. And she is doing a superb job in very 
difficult circumstances. And she and I and 
Barbara and a group of others are on our 
way out to her home State for what I know 
will be a very memorable salutation of his- 
tory tomorrow. It’s going to be a very emo- 
tional time out there, but I’m just privi- 
leged to represent the United States of 


America at Pearl Harbor Day at that won- 
derful place. 

Let me just say that Jim Brulte, down 
here, who is your State rep, he and I have 
served together, and he was on the receiv- 
ing end of one of these introductions a few 
minutes ago, the announcements. And he 
said, well, I think I’d rather be out there 
doing the advance work, which he did so 
ably and many other things for the White 
House. But anyway, you’ve got a very good 
man representing you in the assembly. 

And I might say to the Kiwanians here 
that just a couple of days ago—several days 
ago; I believe it was 3—I received a 
thorough briefing in the Oval Office from 
Gayle Beyers of Kiwanis International, who 
filled me in—he’s the international presi- 
dent—filled me in on the inspiring world- 
wide efforts that you have undertaken. I 
also listened as the heads of Circle K and 
the Key Club, bright young people who 
were with him, told me about the next gen- 
eration of Kiwanis. So it was good Kiwanis 
day there in the historic Oval Office 3 days 
ago. 

As I mentioned, I go on to Pearl Harbor 
to take part in these commemorations to- 
morrow. And right now I want to salute a 
man who was there, Jay Holmes. I don’t 
know if he’s here today or not. Jay, right 
there. You know him as the former general 
manager of the Daily Report, but history 
knows him and says that 50 years ago he 
was a 19-year-old Marine aboard the U.SS. 
West Virginia. And we know the history, 
and men like Jay know the human terms. 
What it meant to stand for a moment at the 
very center of history; what it meant to 
pick up and then battle back from that shat- 
tering moment on the morning of Decem- 
ber 7th to victory, come back from that 
moment to victory 4 years later. 

Let me just say to Jim Brulte, as a Rotari- 
an who helped the Kiwanis Club put to- 
gether today’s event—{laughter]|—Jim is 
going to be fined for fraternizing with the 
enemy, but nevertheless—{laughter]. 

Surrounded by so many Points of Light, 
and your president referred to that, I can’t 
let this opportunity go by without recogniz- 
ing you for your good works. First, on 
behalf of Barbara, let me salute the Kiwanis 
Club for its leading role in that Reading Is 
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Fundamental program. Going into that 
classroom, sharing a child’s first experience 
learning how to read, is as simple as it is 
rewarding. If you’re concerned about our 
future, then you care about our kids, and 
certainly Kiwanis does. 

With the holidays fast upon us, I want to 
recognize Rotary Santa Claus Incorporated 
for its work repairing and recycling used 
toys. Thanks to you, children who far too 
often have to go without can look forward 
to finding something special under the 
Christmas tree. And then I also want to 
salute the Ontario Police Department—led 
by Lowell Stark, the police chief here, but 
even more important, Rotarian—for their 
award-winning gang control program. Your 
slogan says it all, “Gangs plus dope equal no 
hope.” Your success has won admirers not 
just statewide but wherever communities 
are plagued by gang violence. 

We can help in Washington. I want to get 
our national drug-fighting program fully im- 
plemented. And they’re going pretty well. 
There are some encouraging notes there. I 
want to get our crime bill passed by the 
Congress. And one of my big regrets was 
they didn’t pass a strong crime bill that has 
a little more sympathy for the people out 
there on patrol and a little less for the vic- 
tims [perpetrators] of crime. I want that 
passed. And we're going to keep working to 
get it done, but I just want to salute those 
who are going forward with this good work 
for fighting against these gangs and offering 
alternatives to the young people in this 
country. 

To prove just how far Ontario has come 
in promoting peace among the warring fac- 
tions we do, indeed, have the Kiwanians 
and the Rotarians sitting together in this 
room. [Laughter] 

I thank you for inviting us here, giving 
me this opportunity to spend time in the 
community. And great things are happen- 
ing—today’s guest, and giving me this oppor- 
tunity to spend some time in your commu- 
nity. Great things are happening. I wish 
all—maybe some of you have been there; 
I’m sure you have—but just a few minutes 
ago I toured the Mag Instrument plant here 
in Ontario. Yes, I’ve seen the light. [Laugh- 
ter] And I met the people who have turned 
a one-man, one-room operation into an in- 
dustry leader, worldwide, 10 short years. 
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And I came away proud, impressed once 
more with this American energy and Amer- 
ican ingenuity. 

I have visited since I’ve been President 48 
States in 3 years, a little less than 3 years. 
And everyplace I visit gives you a chance to 
talk to people and to listen and, as was true 
of today, to learn. 

And Ontario’s a long way from Washing- 
ton. You’re not caught up in the beltway 
blame game that dominates so much of the 
coverage that I’m sure you see every night. 
You’re not so much caught up in the finger- 
pointing and the posturing, the battle for 
the 9-second sound bite out there on the 
evening news that all of us politicians com- 
pete so vigorously for. What matters to you 
are real-world concerns: The quality of our 
schools, a good job with a future, safe 
streets, clean air, neighborhoods where 
people look out for one another. And all the 
squabbling in Washington is background 
noise as you pay the bills and raise your kids 
with a sense of right and wrong, and plan 
for the future. 

Each community faces these real-world 
challenges in its own way. Take the way 
your community has coped with change. 
Not long ago, Ontario and the area around 
it was little more than a point on the map 
from Los Angeles to Las Vegas. And today, 
your city is part of California’s Inland 
Empire, the fastest growing region in one 
of America’s fastest growing States. 

The Inland Empire stands alone in Cali- 
fornia as the only region to report uninter- 
rupted job growth every month during the 
national economic downturn. And yet, be- 
cause the population grew faster than the 
jobs, even here you’ve seen an increase in 
unemployment. And even your enviable 
growth record offers cold comfort to those 
people that are out there that are caught in 
the downturn. And I know this, that for a 
person out of a job, the unemployment rate 
is 100 percent. 

Yes, times are tough across this country. 
The local construction industry lost 10,000 
jobs in the past year alone. The manufactur- 
ing sector and aerospace industry have 
been hard hit. The pressure to sustain 
growth won’t let up. According to projec- 
tions, the population of San Bernardino 





County will more than double from 1980 
just to the year 2000. 

Today, the single largest export from the 
Inland Empire remains commuters: 300,000 
to 400,000 make the trip each day to jobs in 
greater Los Angeles. And yet, increasingly, 
Ontario finds itself pulled into the global 
marketplace by virtue of its place on the 
Pacific Rim. Warehousing jobs are up nearly 
20 percent in 2 years due to increased ex- 
ports. UPS has made Ontario one of its 
three domestic airline hubs, well-positioned 
to serve the western United States and in 
the international markets across the Pacific. 
This new addition to Ontario’s corporate 
community will pump $500,000 a year into 
this county’s economy. 

The people of the Inland Empire are 
building this future for themselves, and the 
growth that results will be the sweat of your 
hard work, not the gift of Government. And 
what you want from Government is the 
good sense to know when to step in and 
help, and then when to step out of the way. 

But we can help, and we're going to help. 
Government can help by fighting to open 
new markets to American goods. When 
trade is free and fair, I am absolutely con- 
vinced that American workers can outthink, 
outproduce, and outdistance any foreign 
competitor. Our administration has made 
free trade a key element in our foreign 
policy, from Fast Track authority with 
Mexico—and that is going to mean more 
jobs here—to the talks we’re going to hold 
not long from now when I travel to Korea 
and Japan. 

Here at home, we have pushed for the 
kind of economic growth initiatives that 
will encourage growth, that will create jobs. 
And from day one as President, I’ve argued 
that we can never stand pat and simply 
assume endless economic prosperity. In 
1989, in the midst of the longest peacetime 
expansion in American history, I called on 
the Congress to pass a series of growth ini- 
tiatives, 1989 incentives to spur saving and 
investment, to support aggressive R&D, re- 
search and development, to reduce the cost 
of capital. You all know the story: 3 years 
later, we’re still waiting for Congress to lay 
aside the politics and pick up the challenge. 

I am not about to let Congress off the 
hook. Next month, in my State of the Union 
Message, I'll challenge Congress to work 
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with me at long last to get the job done, to 
take action to get this economy growing 
again, generating good jobs for working 
men and women all across this country. 

For all the economic dislocations, for all 
the real hurt people are suffering through 
today, I am confident, confident that here 
in California and across this country our 
recovery will gain speed. And I look back to 
the early eighties, when the economy went 
through a tough period of wheel-spinning 
before it set out on the path of sustained 
growth. Back then I think unemployment 
reached up in the double-digit range, 10 
point-something percent. A recovery now 
that, as we look back on it, meant better 
lives for millions of American families. 
Years from now, we may well look back on 
the early nineties the same way, as the 
moment the American economy moved for- 
ward toward a new century, confident, cer- 
tain, and full of hope. 

I will be glad to respond to questions on 
this subject or anything else. But I want to 
make another point. There has been some 
suggestion that you should lay aside interest 
in foreign affairs and concentrate solely on 
domestic. It’s not easy. The world is small. 
Our future here in this—in Ontario, Califor- 
nia, is interacting with world markets 
abroad, and well it should. And so when I 
go to Japan, is that foreign or domestic? As 
I go there to try to get them to do more 
about opening up their markets to goods 
from California and my State of Texas and 
from the East and wherever, they interact. 

When we do something that works for 
peace in the world, whether it’s a Middle 
East peace conference or whether it’s whip- 
ping aggression halfway around the world 
in Kuwait by a brutal dictator, Saddam Hus- 
sein, trying to take over another country by 
force, is that purely foreign policy or does it 
relate to the national security of the United 
States and the safety and tranquility of soci- 
ety here and the fact that your kids and my 
grandkids can grow up in a more peaceful 
world? It’s interacting, is my point. 

And so, I’m not going to let these political 
critics keep me from doing my job as Presi- 
dent of the United States when it comes to 
the national security and the economic in- 
terests of the United States of America. 
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It’s a great pleasure to be with you today. 
And I don’t know how this—I’ll turn to the 
boss here and see. Oh, here he is. [Laugh- 
ter] Rotary takes over. [Laughter] And let 
him go. Let’s proceed with a few questions. 

Mr. Brulte. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Before we proceed with a few questions, to 
my Rotary brothers and sisters, I’m sorry this 
is a Kiwanis meeting, but I want you to 
notice the President is sitting on the Rotary 
side of the table. [Laughter] 

In the interest of fairness, we decided 
that the first four questions would come 
from Rotary and the first four questions 
would come from Kiwanis. We would com- 
bine them, intersperse them, allowing the 
presidents and the leadership of the organi- 
zations to choose the method of selecting 
those questioners. The Kiwanis Club called 
all their members, invited them to ask ques- 
tions. They then selected the names of 
those individuals, and we have those ques- 
tions up here. 

George Chalfant, the Rotary president, 
was a little more creative. He took a com- 
puter list of all the members of Rotary, 
pinned it to his wall, and threw his red felt 
pen at it—{/aughter|—I think five times. 
The first one missed, and we have those. 
Those have been submitted. And if we get 
through those, we’ll then take some that 
were written by the audience. 


Education 


Q. You have stated that education is a 
major priority in your administration, but it 
seems there’s difficulty in funding it in light 
of many other priorities. 

The President. Education, is that the 
question? I was listening to Marlin Fitz- 
water over here, the household word on 
television that you sometimes see. 

Well, education is a major priority. Six 
percent of education money is Federal; 94 
percent of it comes from other sources. 
Federal money has gone up for education 
in our administration and will probably do 
the same next year. I don’t think it’s a ques- 
tion of funding alone; certainly it’s not a 
question of funding alone at the Federal 
level. 

We have a new education program called 
America 2000. And what we did was, we 
went down and we met with the Gover- 
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nors, Republican and Democrat alike, in 
Charlottesville a couple of years ago, came 
together setting out six national education 
goals. Then we’ve got a Secretary of Educa- 
tion, Lamar Alexander, who is taking this 
America 2000 program all across the coun- 
try. 

It encompasses things like choice. It en- 
compasses like revolutionizing schools 
where you go to the communities and have 
a contest or have rewards for who prevails 
on this to come out with a whole new con- 
cept of schools. Maybe some will want a 
longer school year; maybe some will want 
to radically alter the curriculum. But in- 
stead of letting the bureaucracy in Washing- 
ton mandate to the schools how Federal 
money—that’s yours,  incidentally—gets 
spent, this is a whole new approach that 
puts the control, the innovation, the revolu- 
tion, right into the communities itself. And 
that isn’t a function of money. 

We're spending more per capita on kids 
than almost any other country in the world, 
and we still rank 13th in math and science. 
So our education goals that include things 
like ready to learn, that means more for 
Head Start, which we can help at the Fed- 
eral level—more in math and science. 
“You’re never too old to learn” is one of the 
goals. And we're talking there, of course, 
about adult education. All of these goals can 
be implemented without seriously raising 
taxes, raising taxes at all, or seriously in- 
creasing spending for a specific program. 

So my answer to you is we will continue. 
We will be able at the Federal level to con- 
tinue to increase the Federal role. But I 
would say to the communities—and if there 
ever was a group that understands this, that 
I’m singing to the choir about and that 
understands this, it is this one because you 
know. You serve on the school boards. You 
know how control should stay close to the 
community. We need mo:? parental in- 
volvement. 

And very candidly, and I say this not just 
because she’s here, but the work that the 
Points of Light, one of the brightest one of 
which is a Barbara Bush function, has a lot 
to do with it. She spends almost all her time 
out there, extracurricular time, helping 
people, inspiring people to read, teaching 





parents to read to their kids. The Federal 
Government can’t do that. 

So we’ve got a good education program. 
Whoever sent the question up, Frank, 
you're right on target that we’ve got to do 
better. But I believe we can, and I believe 
this is one area that we’re on the way to 
radical change, and it’s change for the 
better for the American society. 


Health Care 


Q. The rapid increase in medical knowl- 
edge has been fantastic, but people are un- 
happy with the delivery of medical care. 
Redtape, bureaucracy, regulations, and 
costs are of great concern. Millions of 
people are unable to obtain even basic 
medical care. What studies or programs are 
you setting up to improve this? 


The President. 1 will have a proposal in 
the State of the Union Message. There are 
about 31 programs on Capitol Hill for medi- 
cal care. So far we’ve been concentrating 
on prevention, we’ve been concentrating 
with limited success, I would say, on cost 


control which is a part of Dr. Malone’s 
question. 


But I do think the time has come for the 
administration to come forward with a com- 
prehensive program. I hope it’s one, and 
I’m confident that it will be, at least the 
way it comes from us to the Congress, that 
does not call for increasing taxes on the 
working men and women of this country. I 
think it will be a good program. We will 
capitalize on and learn from some of these 
programs that are floating around up there. 

When I hear people say what we ought to 
do is put the Canadian system into effect, I 
think they’re wrong. I think we’ve got the 
best quality health care in the world, and I 
don’t want to see that diluted by going to 
socializing our medical treatment and di- 
minishing the choice for individuals about 
going to their own doctor. We'll have a 
good program. I believe the country by 
then will be receptive. I will have the bene- 
fit of a study that Dr. Louis Sullivan, the 
head of HHS, will have completed before 
the end of this month, actually before 
Christmas. And I hope it’s one that you can 
give your full support to. 
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The Grace Commission 


Q. What’s being done about the rest of 
the Grace commission reports? Can we not 
still eliminate much, much waste in Gov- 
ernment? 

The President. Fortunately, many of the 
Grace recommendations have been imple- 
mented. There is plenty more to do. The 
Vice President’s Competitiveness Council 
has the ball on some of the major regula- 
tory deficiencies that the Grace commis- 
sion very properly put up. So I believe the 
answer is, we will continue to work on that 
problem. It is extraordinarily complicated. 

Part of it is that you have Congress—I 
don’t say it to be bashing them—but you 
have a tendency there to put a lot of man- 
dates, a lot of detail on these programs, and 
that makes for much less efficiency. So we'll 
continue it. And I think the vehicle for that 
right now is the Vice President’s Competi- 
tiveness Council, which does consider these 
efficiency recommendations, many of 
which, as I say, have been implemented; 
more of which must be. 


Nuclear Weapons Proliferation 


Q. Are you concerned about the inde- 
pendent Republics of the Soviet Union re- 
garding their possession of nuclear weapons 
and conventional weapons and troops? And 
what steps are you taking to allay those 
concerns, if you have any? 

The President. Well, I certainly do have 
concerns. One of the hallmarks of our ad- 
ministration in this whole area of foreign 
policy is to guard against nuclear prolifera- 
tion. We don’t need any more nuclear 
powers. And as the Soviet Union, as these 
independent Republics come forward—and 
we salute those who decide on their own, 
exercising their right of self-determination 
to be free, to be independents—this prob- 
lem of nuclear proliferation must concern 
us. 

For example, in the Ukraine the other 
day there was an overwhelming vote of 
support for Kravchuk and an even more 
overwhelming vote of support for inde- 
pendence. But the United States has a key 
role now in seeing that as that new state 
emerges, that it safely disposes of its nuclear 
weapons. Here’s a case where I talked to 
President Kravchuk right after he was 
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elected, and we both agreed that this is a 
priority. 

We’ve been in very close touch with 
Boris Yeltsin of the Russian Republic, and 
he shares our concern, the concern of ev- 
erybody in this room, about nuclear prolif- 
eration. It’s much more complicated now. 
You can’t just work out an arms control 
agreement as we have done on START or 
CFE with the center. You have to also be 
sure that the Republics are involved. But it 
is a problem. It is not going to go away. 
And it’s one more reason why we must use 
everything at our disposal to see that these 
weapons are not only accounted for but 
that they are also safely, and I use that 
word advisedly, destroyed. 

There’s a lot of high technology that goes 
into the destruction of nuclear weapons. So 
far, I can tell you, we're getting good 
soundings of support from Gorbachev, from 
Yeltsin, from Kravchuk, and from others as 
well. So it is a problem that we’re going to 
stay on top of; it is one where I can assert 
with some optimism that we will succeed. 

I worry more, in this field of nuclear pro- 
liferation, about renegade transfers of tech- 
nology. And that’s something that’s very 
hard to guard against. It’s something where 
intelligence is less than perfect. But again, 
we have as a major instruction to our new 
Director of Central Intelligence, Bob Gates, 
nuclear weapon proliferation. It would be a 
shame to win the peace, having beaten 
back aggression, and then have this insidi- 
ous threat of nuclear weapons crop up in 
the hands of some renegade dictator around 
the world. 

So, it again is one that you finger as a 
very, very important problem. It’s one 
where we will stay fully and actively in- 
volved. And so far, though, with the Soviet 
Union and Republics, I’m a little optimistic, 
because they’re saying and doing the right 
things. 

And incidentally, when I made that 
sweeping proposal on nuclear weapons a 
while back that was so well-received around 
the world, that one, Gorbachev came back, 
accepted that fully, and is prepared to go 
further. And along with him, the Republics 
weigh in, Kravchuk in the Ukraine, Nazar- 
bayev, Yeltsin. And so the mood in that part 
of the world now is for cooperating fully 
with us in this terribly important area of 
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arms control, as well as guarding against 
nuclear proliferation. 


Family Values 


Q. I understand you and Barbara were 
married on the same date in 1945 that 
Helen and I were married. Will you join us 
in our backyard on our mutual anniversary? 
[Laughter] We'll fix shish kebab. [Laughter] 

The President. Were you married January 
2d? Well, if I can remember it. I’m the guy 
that couldn’t remember when Pearl Harbor 
is. [Laughter] Jerry, that’s a wonderful 
invitation, and I'll leave that one to 
Barbara. [Laughter] But thank you for the 
thought. 

And you know, let me tell something to 
you newlyweds out there. And let me be 
sure I get the number of years right. 
[Laughter] It doesn’t hurt a bit. I'll just 
make this one serious observation. Barbara 
and I do talk about this because we’re 
blessed with a lot of grandkids and sons and 
a daughter. I’ve got to tell you I worry 
about the diminution of family in this coun- 
try. And I know Barbara worries about it. I 
know everybody out here worries about it. I 
hope that while I’m President I will contin- 
ue to be able to find ways to strengthen 
family, guard against legislation that might 
encourage families to live apart so they can 
get a little more Federal largesse out of the 
benefit system. And I worry about it. And 
yet when you get out around the country 
and away from some of the most troubled 
areas, I am inclined to feel that this concept 
of family values and faith and this kind of 
thing is still pretty darn strong in our coun- 
try. And we want to do the best to help 
keep it that way. 


Terrorism 


Q. One of Rotary’s main thrusts is world 
peace and understanding for all nations. 
With the release of the hostages are we 
now closer to that goal, or is that threat still 
with us? 

The President. Well, I’m afraid the terror- 
ist threat is still with us. We, of course, re- 
joice in the release of these hostages. Inci- 
dentally, I don’t consider that chapter 
closed. Mr. Buckley, who allegedly was tor- 
tured until his death, his remains have not 
been returned. There are some rumors that 
that might be taken care of. I hope so. Colo- 





Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Dec. 6 


nel Higgins, you remember the Marine 
colonel that was serving in the southern 
part of Lebanon under the Blue Flag, under 
the United Nations flag, he was killed. He 
was murdered. And his remains have not 
been returned. So as far as this President is 
concerned, the chapter is not closed. 

I rejoice in the release of the last hostage, 
Terry Anderson, and those that preceded 
him. And I’m proud that I can represent to 
the American people that our policy—al- 
though certainly this release took far too 
long in terms of strains on family—was im- 
plemented; that there was no quid pro quo. 
Because in staying with that policy it seems 
to me we diminish the chance that others, 
seeing rewards having been granted for 
taking people prisoner, would do the same 
thing. 

But having said that, there are a lot of 
weird people around the world who think 
they can use terrorism or hostage holding as 
a way to implement their political agenda 
or to facilitate political change. 

We are stepping up—and have since I’ve 
been there, and certainly President Reagan 
was very concerned about that—our intelli- 
gence, our counterintelligence, that would 
lead us to be able to abort some of these 
terrorist acts. But it is not an easy problem, 
and I wish I could tell you it was behind us. 
And while I rejoice in the release of these 
hostages, it is something that still concerns 
us very, very much. And we will be as alert 
as we possibly can to safeguard the lives of 
American citizens wherever they may be. 


Financing of College Education 


Q. As a parent of college-age children, 
how do you see families meeting the rising 
expense of a college education? Do you 
favor the use of IRA money for college ex- 
penses? 

The President. We'll take a look at that in 
terms of change to policy. We have this 
scholarship program now, college savings 
program, that is in a sense an IRA program. 
It isn’t as widely used as it might be. But 
Government scholarships are important; we 
have some of those. Private scholarships are 
far more important; we have many of those. 
And cost containment really lies—the prob- 
lem of cost containment to guard against 
further increases really is not in the hands 
of the Federal Government, except as it 


relates to the overall inflation rate in the 
country. 

While I bemoan the slowness of the econ- 
omy and worry about people that are out of 
work, I think it is fair to say that inflation 
that has been so devastating in terms of 
families—you can’t say it’s under control, 
but it’s far better. It’s far less of a threat to 
people that are saving under these college 
programs to get their kids educated. 

Incidentally, what this big secret message 
was from Marlin Fitzwater, I think you 
would be interested if you haven’t seen it. 
And that is that the Federal Reserve took 
the constructive step of easing the Federal 
funds rate by a quarter of a point today, to 
4.5 percent. And, you see, this is still going 
on. They’re still lowering these rates. And 
lower rates are among the factors that 
eventually will be of strong help to the re- 
covery. And even now, this percentage 
drop in the Fed funds rates, I think, will 
help the economy along. 

So I can present this to you as pretty 
good news, and I hope that it will mean 
that we'll facilitate the lending that is so 
essential to get this part of the country 
moving and growing strongly again. 


Small Business 


Q. As small business people, what can we 
do to help this country regain economic 
and educational status in the world? 

The President. Well, in the educational 
status, I would strongly urge you to take a 
look at what we’re doing in terms of Amer- 
ica 2000. There’s a role for small businesses 
in there. There’s a role for every communi- 
ty in there. I would urge that approach on 
the economy. I would urge you to contact 
the legislators in terms of less regulation. I 
think one thing that’s inhibiting small busi- 
ness is too much regulation. I would urge 
small business people, if they agree with 
what I’m about to say, to weigh in strongly. 

The Democrats, liberal Democrats, in the 
Congress—not all of them, but the liberal 
ones—accuse me in supporting capital gains 
as being a tax for the rich, a tax break for 
the rich. It is a jobs bill. It would immedi- 
ately result in more investment and more 
jobs. So I'll take that political heat from the 
demagogs on Capitol Hill, but help me get 
a capital gains cut so that entrepreneurs 
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and small business people can profit by 
what they do and thus do more of it. We 
want a capital gains tax cut, and it’s about 
time. 

And I might add, though I don’t spend a 
lot of time watching what’s happening on 
the other side of the aisle in terms of Presi- 
dential hopefuls, that several Democrats are 
now embracing support for capital gains. So 
we'll take the support wherever we can get 
it. It’s long overdue, and it will stimulate 
this economy, and it will get right to the 
crux of your question: What can small busi- 
ness people do? You can have a much 
better life, much more entrepreneurship, 
much more investment, many more job cre- 
ation possibilities if we can lower the rates 
on capital gains. 

You know what Japan’s capital gains 
rate—Japan and Germany—one of them is 
one percent and the other is zero percent. 
And we’re competing on what they call an 
unlevel playing field. So please help us on 
that one. And there are other things as well 
that I think in the tax proposals I’ve been 
making in terms of economic growth will 
benefit small business. But there are a 
couple of the areas where we could use 
your help, I'll tell you. 


Peace and Freedom 


Q. This will have to be the last question. 
The students at that school want to know 
what your wish is for the future of our chil- 
dren. 

The President. Biggest wish would be 
that they grow up in a world at peace 
where they don’t have to go to bed afraid of 
the threat of nuclear warfare and that they 
grow up in a country who retains its basic 
values and in a country where opportunity 
knows no limits. 

And if I could look back over my shoul- 
der and say what would I like to do while 
I’m President, I would like to make a con- 
tribution in both areas: One, in world 
peace; and the other, in terms of an Amer- 
ica, whose freedom having been secured 
and guaranteed, knows no limits to its op- 
portunities. 

Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. at 
the Red Lion Inn in Ontario, CA. In his 
remarks, the President referred to Nancy 
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DeDeimar, president of the Ontario 
Kiwanis, and Jay Holmes, a Rotarian and 
Pearl Harbor survivor. James Brulte served as 
emcee for the luncheon. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Memorandum on Trade With the 
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 


December 6, 1991 


Presidential Determination No. 92-6 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Eligibility of the Czech and Slovak 
Federal Republic to be Furnished Defense 
Articles and Services Under the Foreign 
Assistance Act and the Arms Export Control 
Act 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2311(a)), 
and section 3(aX1) of the Arms Export Con- 
trol Act, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2753(a\1)), I 
hereby find that the furnishing of defense 
articles and services to the Government of 
the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic will 
strengthen the security of the United States 
and promote world peace. 

You are authorized and directed to trans- 
mit this determination to the Congress and 
to publish it in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


Memorandum on Trade With the 
Republic of Hungary 
December 6, 1991 


Presidential Determination No. 92-7 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Eligibility of the Republic of 
Hungary to be Furnished Defense Articles 
and Services Under the Foreign Assistance 
Act and the Arms Export Control Act 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2311(a)), 
and section 3(aX1) of the Arms Export Con- 
trol Act, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2753(aX1)), I 





hereby find that the furnishing of defense 
articles and services to the Government of 
the Republic of Hungary will strengthen 
the security of the United States and pro- 
mote world peace. 

You are authorized and directed to trans- 
mit this determination to the Congress and 
to publish it in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


Memorandum on Trade With the 
Republic of Poland 


December 6, 1991 
Presidential Determination No. 92-8 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Eligibility of the Republic of 
Poland to be Furnished Defense Articles 
and Services Under the Foreign Assistance 
Act and the Arms Export Control Act 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2311(a)), 
and section 3(aX1) of the Arms Export Con- 
trol Act, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2753(a\1)), I 
hereby find that the furnishing of defense 
articles and services to the Government of 
the Republic of Poland will strengthen the 
security of the United States and promote 
world peace. 

You are authorized and directed to trans- 
mit this determination to the Congress and 
to publish it in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





November 30 
Dr. Allan Lansing, of Louisville, KY 
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December 2 
Boy Scout Troop 4, of Ann Arbor, MI 
December 3 


Negro Educational Emergency Drive (NEED), 
of Pittsburgh, PA 


December 4 
Betty Shirley, of Tuscaloosa, AL 
December 5 


Goochland Fellowship and Family Service 
(GFFS), of Goochland, VA 


December 6 
Isabella Elsey, of Tucson, AZ 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





November 30 

The President met with Secretary of 
State James A. Baker III at Laurel Lodge in 
Camp David, MD. 


December 1 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 

Later in the afternoon, the President met 
with Chief of Staff John H. Sununu in the 
Oval Office. In the evening, the President 
had dinner with Secretary of Transportation 
Samuel K. Skinner in the Residence. 


December 2 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—Real Estate Industry Association lead- 
ers; 
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—the Vice President, for lunch; 
—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady. 

In the morning, the President participat- 
ed in a Hanukkah celebration for the White 
House staff in Room 450 of the Old Execu- 
tive Office Building. 


December 3 

In the morning, President Bush tele- 
phoned President Leonid Kravchuk of the 
Ukraine to congratulate him on his election. 
Later in the morning, the President trav- 
eled to Bradenton, FL, and Meridian, MS. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House. 


December 4 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in the Territory of Guam as a 
result of a typhoon that struck on Novem- 
ber 27. He directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to provide assistance 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts. 

The White House announced that the 
President has approved Frank Bracken to 
represent him at the ceremonies to com- 
memorate the 50th anniversary of the inva- 
sion of Guam on December 10-11. 

The White House announced that the 
President will meet with Prime Minister 
Anan Panyarachun of Thailand at the White 
House on December 17. 


December 5 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—House leaders; 

—Toys for Tots Program representatives; 
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—the National Association of Manufactur- 
ers Executive Committee. 


December 6 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 

Bush traveled to Ontario, CA, and Honolu- 
lu, HI. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Wednesday, November 27, no nomi- 
nations were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. The second session of 
the 102d Congress will convene on January 
3, 1992. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released December 5 


Fact sheet: 
Acceleration Project 


Released December 6 


Transcript: 
Press briefing on the resignation of John H. 
Sununu, Chief of Staff to the President 








Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved December 2 


H.R. 2270 / Public Law 102-175 
Senior Executive Service Improvements Act 


H.J. Res. 125 / Public Law 102-176 

To designate the week beginning Novem- 
ber 24, 1991, and the week beginning No- 
vember 22, 1992, each as “National Family 
Caregivers Week” 


H.J. Res. 130 / Public Law 102-177 
Designating January 1, 1992, as “National 
Ellis Island Day” 


HJ. Res. 327 / Public Law 102-178 
Designating 1992 as the “Year of the Gulf 
of Mexico” 


S. 1568 / Public Law 102-179 
To amend the Act incorporating The Amer- 


ican Legion so as to redefine eligibility for 
membership therein 


S. 1720 / Public Law 102-180 
Navajo-Hopi Relocation Housing Program 
Reauthorization Act of 1991 


Approved December 3 


H.R. 3728 / Public Law 102-181 

To provide for a 6-month extension of the 
Commission on the Bicentennial of the 
Constitution 


Approved December 4 


H.R. 1724 / Public Law 102-182 

To provide for the termination of the appli- 
cation of title IV of the Trade Act of 1974 
to Czechoslovakia and Hungary 


H.R. 2038 / Public Law 102-183 
Intelligence Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 
1992 
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Approved December 4 —Continued 


H.R. 3394 / Public Law 102-184 
Tribal Self-Governance Demonstration 
Project Act 


H.R. 3624 / Public Law 102-185 
To amend the Tariff Act of 1930 to provide 
appropriate procedures for the appoint- 
ment of the Chairman of the United States 
International Trade Commission 


S. 1563 / Public Law 102-186 
National Sea Grant College Program Au- 
thorization Act of 1991 


S.J. Res. 187 / Public Law 102-187 
To make a technical correction in Public 
Law 101-549 


S.J. Res. 217 / Public Law 102-188 

To authorize and request the President to 
proclaim 1992 as the “Year of the American 
Indian” 


HJ. Res. 201 / Public Law 102-189 
Designating the week beginning December 
1, 1991, and the week beginning November 
15, 1992, each as “Geography Awareness 
Week” 


Approved December 5 


H.R. 2100 / Public Law 102-190 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Years 1992 and 1993 


H.R. 2629 / Public Law 102-191 
Women’s Business Development Act of 
1991 


SJ. Res. 184 / Public Law 102-192 
Designating the month of November 1991, 
as “National Accessible Housing Month” 


Approved December 6 


H.R. 3919 / Public Law 102-193 
To temporarily extend the Defense Produc- 
tion Act of 1950 
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